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Ministers visit 
Durga temple... 


On the first day of the Dasara 
Sarannavaratri festivities at the Sri 
Durga Malleswara Swamy Varla 
Devasthanam atop Indrakeeladri, 
several ministers and MLAs, 
including Deputy Chief Minister 
and Minister for Endowment Kottu 
Satyanarayana, visited the Kanaka 
Durga temple and worshipped the 
deity for the welfare of the people. 
Kottu Satyanarayana supervised 
the queue lines and enquired the 
devotees about the facilities 
provided by the temple authorities. 
He directed the officials to ensure 
that devotees do not face any 
hurdles while having... 
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S 
People should 
focus on wrongs... 


A life-long rebel, Bangladeshi poet 
Taslima Nasrin, believes that those 
of her compatriots who are 
bothered about atrocities against 
Palestinians should also be equally 
bothered about the plight of 
minorities in their own country. At 
62, the spark within Nasrin, which 
saw her defying convention and 
writing to expose hypocrisy and 
"misogynistic’ religious practices in 
her society, has not died down and 
she strongly believes she has a 
duty to continue the "good fight’ 
against injustice wherever and 
whenever she finds... 
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Hiring outlook for 
Indian IT industry... 


Weak global cues and a cut in 
discretionary spending by clients 
are expected to sharply reduce 
campus intake by the Indian IT 
industry this year with market 
watchers saying that Infosys and 
HCL Tech’s subdued take on hiring 
signals a tough road ahead for 
freshers in the near term. In the 
opening week of Q2 earnings 
season, IT biggies TCS, Infosys 
and HCL Technologies reported a 
sequential drop in employee tally - 
a Staggering 15,800 ona 
cumulative basis. The Q2 
scorecard of tech... 
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® 
Pak batters 
couldn't read me... 


India spinner Kuldeep Yadav 
believes that he was able to create 
confusion in the minds of 
Pakistani batters as they went for 
high risk sweep shots despite 
failing to read his hand in the 
marquee World Cup clash here. 
Kuldeep took the important 
wickets of Saud Shakeel and 
Iftikhar Ahmed, both of whom 
went for the non existent sweep 
shot off the left arm wrist spinner, 
hastening the Pakistan collapse. 
Asked if he planned to bowl 
Iftikhar around his legs, Kuldeep 
gave an interesting... 

-SPORTS 


‘Healthcare systems need 
to be continuously 


: trengthened’ 


CM for Visakha, 
Anakapalli 
districts today 


PNS i VIJAYAWADA 


Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister YS 
Jagan Mohan Reddy is scheduled 
to visit the Visakhapatnam and 
Anakapalli districts on Monday 
(October 16), where he will partic- 
ipate in the inauguration of vari- 
ous projects. 

In Visakhapatnam, CM YS Jagan 
will commence his visit by touring 
the Infosys Development Centre 
located at Madhurawada IT Hill No 
2. He will inaugurate a newly estab- 
lished development centre by Infosys, 
which has been established with an 
initial investment of Rs 35 crore and 
is expected to see further expansion 
in the future. The centre primarily 
functions as a software development 
hub and boasts a modern interior 
design aimed at accommodating 
evolving workplace needs. 
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PASSING: 


THE TORCH AND CARRYING 
THE ‘DEOL’ LEGACY AHEAD 


SUPPLIES RUN LOW AND GROUND OFFENSIVE LOOMS 


Packed Gaza hospitals warn 
that thousands could die 


PNS @ KHAN YOUNIS 


Medics in Gaza warned Sunday that 
thousands could die as hospitals 
packed with wounded people ran 
desperately low on fuel and basic 
supplies. 

Palestinians in the besieged coastal 
enclave struggled to find food, water 
and safety ahead of an expected Israeli 
ground offensive in the war sparked 
by Hamas’ deadly attack. Israeli 
forces, supported by a growing 
deployment of US warships in the 
region, positioned themselves along 
Gaza's border and drilled for what 
Israel said would be a broad campaign 
to dismantle the militant group. A 
week of blistering airstrikes have 
demolished entire neighbourhoods 
but failed to stem militant rocket fire 
into Israel. The Gaza Health Ministry 
said 2,329 Palestinians have been 
killed since the fighting erupted, 
more than in the 2014 Gaza war, 
which lasted over six weeks. 

That makes this the deadliest of 
the five Gaza wars for both sides. 
More than 1,300 Israelis have been 
killed, the vast majority of them 
civilians killed in Hamas’ October 7 
assault. An estimated 150 others, 
including children, were captured by 
Hamas and taken into Gaza. This is 


ONE WITH DANCERS 


the deadliest war for Israel since the 
1973 conflict with Egypt and Syria. 

The US State Department said 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
would return to Israel on Monday 
after completing a frantic six-coun- 
try tour through Arab nations aimed 
at preventing the fighting from 
igniting a broader regional conflict. 

Hospitals in Gaza are expected to 
run out of generator fuel within two 
days, endangering the lives of thou- 
sands of patients, according to the 
UN Gaza's sole power plant shut 
down for lack of fuel after Israel com- 
pletely sealed off the 40-kilometer 
(25-mile) long territory following the 
Hamas attack. In Nasser Hospital, 


Tourism Minister RK Roja ies a sole with Kuchioua dancers during an event at Sidchendra Yogi Kalakshetram at Mowva in Krishna district on Sunday. 


in the southern town of Khan 
Younis, intensive care rooms are 
packed with wounded patients, most 
of them children under the age of 3. 

Hundreds of people with severe 
blast injuries have come to the hos- 
pital, where fuel is expected to run 
out by Monday, said Dr Mohammed 
Qandeel, a consultant at the critical 
care complex. 

There are 35 patients in the ICU 
who require ventilators and anoth- 
er 60 on dialysis. If fuel runs out, "it 
means the whole health system will 
be shut down," he said, as children 
moaned in pain in the background. 
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TDP panel to 
coordinate 
with Jana Sena 


PNS @ VIJAYAWADA 


The Telugu Desam Party (TDP) 
has appointed a committee for 
coordination with the Jana Sena 
Party (JSP) on the orders of the 
national president of the TDP 
Nara Chandrababu Naidu. 

The members of this committee 
are Kinjarapu Atchannaidu (Telugu 
Desam Party State president), 
Yanamala Ramakrishnadu 
(Member of TD Politburo, Leader 
of Opposition in Legislative 
Council), Payyavula Keshav (PAC 
Chairman, MLA),  Pitani 
Satyanarayana (Former Minister) 
and Tangirala Soumya (Former 
MLA). This committee works for 
the coordination of both the parties. 


3-member panel to locate CM’s Vizag camp office 


PNS i VIJAYAWADA 


A three-member committee 
appointed by Andhra Pradesh 
Government to identify places for 
suitable transit accommodation, 
including a camp office for Chief 
Minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy, 
and accommodation for senior func- 
tionaries in Visakhapatnam will 
visit the port city on Monday. 
There are speculations rife about 
CM Jagan shifting government 
administration to Visakhapatnam 
from Dussehra hence on October 


Novel protest by TDP 
against Naidu’s arrest 


PNS m AMARAVATI 


TDP leaders and supporters across 
Andhra Pradesh tied their hands for 
five minutes on Sunday to protest 
the arrest of party supremo N 
Chandrababu Naidu in the Skill 
Development Corporation scam 
case. 

TDP general secretary Nara 
Lokesh, his wife Brahmani Nara and 
N Bhuvaneswari, wife of Naidu 
participated in this novel protest - 
by having their hands shackled - to 
denounce the former chief minister's 
arrest. They staged the protest 
between 7 pm and 7:05 pm. 
Bhuvaneswari took part along with 
several women at Vidyanagar in 
Rajamahendravaram while Lokesh 
and Brahmani protested in 


ene 


Hyderabad, Lokesh posted on 'X.' 

The protesters raised slogans 
such as "I am with Babu." 

Naidu is in judicial remand in the 
Rajamahendravaram central prison 
for allegedly misappropriating funds 
from the Skill Development 
Corporation, which resulted in a 
purported loss of over Rs 300 crore 
to the state exchequer. 


According to the sources, a section of farmers in Amaravati's 
capital region are likely to knock on the doors of the High Court 
on Government Order (GO) 2004 released for setting up of acamp 


office for the Chief Minister and accommodation for 
supporting senior functionaries in Vizag. 


10, chief secretary to government Dr 
KS Jawahar Reddy appointed the 
three-member committee compris- 
ing Special Chief Secretary 
(MA&UD) Y Sri Lakshmi, Special 
Chief Secretary (Finance) SS Rawat 
and Secretary (Services HRM), 


General Administration 
Department to inspect the accom- 
modations. 

After inspecting the ongoing 
works, the committee would submit 
a detailed report to the General 
Administration Department on the 


facilities being readied for the Chief 
Minister’s camp office in 
Visakhapatnam. Based on the com- 
mittee's report, arrangements would 
be made for the officials and min- 
isters. 

It may be recalled that on sever- 
al occasions, CM Jagan announced 
to shift his office to Visakhapatnam. 
Recently, the cabinet also gave its 
approval to shift administrative 
offices to Visakhapatnam in a phased 


manner. 


OPERATION AJAY: 
2 flights bring 
back 471 Indians 
from Israel 
PNS m@ NEW DELHI 


Two flights from Tel Aviv carrying a total 
of 471 Indians landed in the national 
capital on Sunday morning. 

One flight was operated by Air India and 
another by Spicevet. A total of four flights 
have been operated under Operation Ajay, 
which was launched by the government 
to facilitate the return of Indians who wish 
to come back from Israel, where an 
intense conflict is going on with militant 
group Hamas. External Affairs Ministry 
spokesperson Arindam Bagchi on Sunday 
said the third flight with 197 passengers 
landed at the Delhi airport in the morning. 
The fourth flight with 274 passengers 
onboard touches down in the national 
capital, he said in posts on social media 
platform X and also shared pictures of 
passengers. Two chartered flights from 
Tel Aviv, operated by Air India, came with 
a total of more than 435 passengers on 
Friday and Saturday. 


QUOTE OF THE DAY 


The BRS will score a century in 
the Assembly elections. Seeing 
the BRS manifesto, the hearts 
of the people are excited and 
they are happy. But 
unfortunately, the hearts of the 
opposition parties are 


trembling. The 
Opposition is thinking 
that they are finished 
after seeing our 
manifesto. When 

KCR gives a word 

he stands by it. 


P 


- Harish Rao, TS Finance Minister P4 


Quake shakes 
Afghan again 


PNS @ ISLAMABAD 


A powerful 6.3 magnitude earth- 
quake struck western Afghanistan 
on Sunday, just over a week after 
strong quakes and aftershocks 
killed thousands of people and flat- 
tened entire villages in the same 
province. 

The US Geological Survey said 
the latest quake's epicentre was 
about 34 kilometres (21 miles) out- 
side Herat, the provincial capital, 
and eight kilometers (five miles) 
below the surface. Save the 
Children said four people have died 
and that Herat Regional Hospital 
has received 153 injured. 

Everything in the Baloch area of 
Rabat Sangi district has collapsed. 
Several villages have been 
destroyed, according to the aid 
group. Authorities have given lower 
casualty numbers. Sayed Kazim 
Rafiqi, 42, a Herat city resident, 
said he had never seen such dev- 
astation before with the majority of 
houses damaged and "people ter- 
rified." Rafiqi and others headed to 
the hospital to donate much-need- 
ed blood. 


Telugu Desam faces 
lack of cadre support, 
protests unsuccessful 


C PRADEEP KUMAR 
VIJAYAWADA 


The Telugu Desam Party (TDP) has 
struggled to garner the support of 
its cadre since the arrest and remand 
of their party chief, Chandrababu 
Naidu. TDP sources indicate that 
there are approximately 70 lakh 
TDP cadre spread across Andhra 
Pradesh, and a noticeable void has 
emerged during the party's protests 
following Naidu's arrest. 

From the outset, when Naidu was 
brought to Vijayawada after being 
arrested in Nandyal, there was a 
conspicuous absence of vocal 
protest from TDP cadre, with only 
a few exceptions in some areas. 

Even during the various innova- 
tive protests organised by Naidu's 
family members, such as 'Motha 
Mogiddam,' 'Kanthi tho Kranthi,’ 
and the recent 'Nyayaniki Sankillu' 
protest on Sunday, there has been a 
significant dearth of party cadre 
participation, despite the party's 
substantial cadre presence at the vil- 
lage level. 

Only a handful of party leaders 
have been visible for photo oppor- 
tunities. Even the weekend protest 
led by IT employees in Hyderabad 
did not yield the results the TDP 
had anticipated. 

The reluctance of the TDP cadre 
to engage in protests against the 


The reluctance of the TDP cadre to 
engage in protests against the State 
government underscores a 
leadership gap. For a significant 
portion of the past 35 days, Naidu's 
son and party general secretary, 
Lokesh, has been in the national 
capital, New Delhi, which has been a 
significant setback for the 
opposition party in terms 
of leading any movement. 


State government underscores a 
leadership gap. For a significant por- 
tion of the past 35 days, Naidu's son 
and party general secretary, Lokesh, 
has been in the national capital, New 
Delhi, which has been a significant 
setback for the opposition party in 
terms of leading any movement. 
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‘Khamree Mo Sikkim Car Rally’ flagged off in Vizag 


PNS @ VISAKHAPATNAM 


In a stirring moment that embodied patri- 
otism, adventure, and a strong connection 
with the Indian Navy, Rear Admiral RS 
Dhaliwal flagged off the 'Khamree Mo 
Sikkim Car Rally’ at the War Memorial in 
Visakhapatnam here on Sunday. The rally 
is now en route to its next destination, 
Hyderabad, on its extraordinary journey 
across diverse terrains and landscapes. 

The rally participants, comprising 
enthusiastic and daring individuals, had 
the privilege of not only embarking on this 
thrilling adventure but also gained unique 
insights into the Indian Navy. During their 
stopover in Visakhapatnam, they visited 
INS Kalinga and the Naval Dockyard, 
where they had the distinct honor of inter- 
acting with the dedicated crew of the naval 


warship, INS Ranvijay. 


Rear Admiral RS Dhaliwal said that 
what makes the 'Khamree Mo Sikkim Car 
Rally’ stand out is its remarkable journey 
thus far, which has seen the participants 


traverse a staggering distance of 4800 kilo- 


meters. 


the armed forces. 


This exceptional feat is a testament to 
the team's unwavering determination and 
tenacity, conquering challenging terrains 
and landscapes along the way. 

The rear admiral also said that beyond 
the thrill and adventure, this rally carries a 
noble mission - to inspire and motivate the 
youth to consider a career in the Indian 
armed forces. Along their journey, the 
rally conducts outreach programs in 
schools and colleges, aiming to ignite the 
dreams of young individuals who may find 
their calling in serving the nation through 


The 'Khamree Mo Sikkim Car Rally’ 
embarked on its inspiring journey on 
September 24, 2023, with a grand flag-off 
ceremony at INS Shivaji, Lonavala, led by 
Commodore Mohit Goel, the 
Commanding Officer of INS Shivaji. Since 
then, the rally has been a source of inspi- 
ration, adventure, and a rallying point for 
those with a deep love for their country. 


= This exceptional feat is a testament to the 
ae team’s unwavering determination and 


tenacity, conquering challenging terrains 
and landscapes along the way. 


a5 
VIJAYAWADA | MONDAY | OCTOBER 16, 2023 Vi ja : awada 02 


Monday Mirchi 


APNA TIME AAYEGA 

The opening lines of the lyrics of the Gully 
Boy song ‘Apna time aayega’ read: "Kaun 
bola mujhse naa ho payega? Kaun bola? 
Kaun bola? Apna time aayega", suggesting 
that hope springs eternal in the human 
breast, regardless of the circumstances. 
Come elections, the Election Commission 
becomes the super administrator for a spe- 
cific period while conducting the elections 
professedly in a free and fair manner. 
However, this period under the EC's hawk- 
eyed watch is marked by heartburn among 
bureaucrats who believe, or claim, they are 
apolitical in the discharge of their functions, 
irrespective of the charges levelled against 
them by ruling or opposition parties. Some 
of the senior bureaucrats of Telangana are 
cut up with the super administrator's dik- 
tat. For, as per the EC's direction, the state 
government had completed the transfers of 
bureaucrats before the announcement of the 
election schedule. As per the Model Code 
of Conduct, the state government cannot 
transfer any official after the announcement 
of the election schedule. But the EC can 
transfer any officer. So, the EC recently trans- 
ferred more than 20 officers, including senior 
IAS and IPS officials. Bureaucratic circles are 
abuzz with questions concerning the basis 
of which the EC had ordered transfer of these 
officers. They want to know how the EC 
could determine so quickly that they would 
work in favour of the ruling Bharat Rashtra 
Samithi. A senior officer, feeling offended, 
commented: "When the Election 
Commission acts as per the directions of the 
central government, what right does it have 
to transfer officials in poll-bound states on 
the presumption that they might work in 
favour of the ruling party?” His punchline 
was quite illuminating: "Naam ke vaaste the 
Election Commission is an independent 
body; it works as per the wishes of the cen- 
tral government, whichever be the party in 
power. Everyone knows this. The Election 
Commission can show its power for some 
days only. After that, it will be like a de- 
fanged snake". 


TOO BIG FOR THEIR BOOTS? 

The transfers effected at the behest of the 
Election Commission of India in Telangana 
also exposed that at least some of the shift- 
ed officials were deemed to be too big for 
their boots. Aside from murmurs that the 
Chief Secretary could not convince the EC, 
a little bird told us that, when the EC raised 
a query about non-cadre officers being post- 
ed as SPs, the CS reportedly conceded that 
the administration lacked enough experi- 


ALOHA 2023 concludes with 


enced cadre officers. The EC, reportedly 
shocked at her response, sought to know if 
the state does not have enough officers. No 
wonder, the Chief Secretary herself was asked 
to give up her post of Principal Secretary 
Commercial Taxes. The whispers in the cor- 
ridors of power are that the EC, by asking 
her to give up her post, had cast doubts on 
her capabilities. 


JUNIORS SEE POETIC JUSTICE 

Senior officials may detest the ECI-man- 
dated transfers, but some junior officers 
heave a sigh of relief and see poetic justice 
in the whole scheme of things. This is espe- 
cially true in the case of Nirmal where junior 
officer Karnati Varun Reddy (2019 batch) 
was posted as Collector apparently based on 
his community, which matches with that of 
the district minister. It is a different matter 
that his posting happened, bypassing offi- 
cers of three batches in the process. The ECI 
posting gave chance to two officers, bandied 
about as ‘efficient’, as Collectors, viz. Ashish 
Sangwan and Gowtham Potru. Ironically, 
these two officers had been ignored by the 
‘normal’ administration. 


IAS OFFICER ON IT RADAR 
Hardly anyone in bureaucratic circles was 
surprised when Amoy Kumar was shifted 
again. The bureaucrat had been transferred 
as Collector only in and around Hyderabad 
district. A little bird told yours truly that 
Income Tax officials reportedly had sought 
leads on the bureaucrat, who is currently 
without any posting. That apart, even the 
leader of an opposition party had expressed 
his displeasure with the bureaucrat for giv- 
ing a miss to protocol and avoiding his calls. 
It would be interesting to watch the career 

graph of this babu under IT lens. 


FROM BEST TO WORST IN NINE YEARS 
C V Anand, among those officials who 
have been transferred pursuant to the 
orders of the EC, has the unique record of 
being awarded and denigrated by the con- 
stitutional body in a span of just nine years. 
For newbies, Anand, while serving as 
Cyberabad Police Commissioner, was select- 
ed by the ECI for 'National Special Award 
for Best Electoral Practices 2014’. The 
award was in recognition of his work in 
‘Expenditure Monitoring and Tackling 
Money Power' during the 2014 General 
Elections. The black humour in the corri- 
dors of power is that Anand hogging the 
limelight on social media platforms did not 
go down well with ECI. 
- Yours truly 


a bang at SRM University 


3-member 
panel to... 


Continued from Page 1 


In the first phase, the CMO 
would be shifted and it would 
be operated from the port city 
with effect from October 24, 
2023, coinciding with the 
Dussehra festival if the accom- 
modation on the Rushikonda 
hill is available in full form. 

Meanwhile, according to 
the sources, a section of 
farmers in Amaravati's capi- 
tal region are likely to knock 
on the doors of the High 
Court on Government Order 
(GO) 2004 released for set- 
ting up of a camp office for 
the Chief Minister and 
accommodation for support- 
ing senior functionaries in 
Vizag. If they file petitions in 
the HC then it would be 
turned into an obstacle hence 
CM was thinking of adopting 
a wait-and-watch policy for 
shifting the capital to 
Visakhapatnam. Further, the 
Supreme Court would also 
hear the Special Leave 
Petition (SLP) by the Andhra 
Pradesh Government in the 
Three Capitals case in 
December hence there are 
chances also of Jagan Reddy 
shifting to Vizag in 
December. 


PNS @ VISAKHAPATNAM 


Visakhapatnam's ever-expand- 
ing IT landscape is on the brink 
of a significant transformation 
with the arrival of Infosys, a 
global IT powerhouse, set to 
commence its operations in the 
city. This momentous develop- 
ment represents a watershed 
moment in the region's techno- 
logical evolution, as Infosys 
management, spurred by the 
unwavering commitment of 
State IT Minister Gudivada 
Amarnath, reached an agree- 
ment to establish a new branch 
in Visakhapatnam. 

Minister Amarnath, under- 
lining the importance of this 
moment, remarked that the 
forthcoming grand inaugura- 
tion of the Infosys office by 
Chief Minister YS Jagan 
Mohan Reddy on the 16th of 
this month promises to be a 
truly momentous occasion. He 
emphasized that the entry of 


Minister Ambati slams 
TDP for propaganda 


PNS m@ VIJAYAWADA 


Irrigation Minister Ambati 
Rambabu has alleged that 
TDP chief N Chandrababu 
Naidu's family members 
along with party supporters 
and its supportive media are 
stooping down to spread false 
allegations that Naidu's health 
has deteriorated with his 
weight coming down by 5 kg 
The minister asked if CM 
Jagan Mohan Reddy was 
responsible even if the food 
and medicines given to Naidu 
were sent by his family mem- 
bers. 

Speaking to media persons 
on Sunday, the minister said 
that dermatology issues are 
not new to Chandrababu as 
he has been suffering from 
skin disease for decades. TDP 
leaders and Naidu family 
members are making an issue 
of nothing only to gain sym- 
pathy from the public. 

The minister pointed out 
that Naidu’s family members 


Infosys into Visakhapatnam 
will serve as a catalyst, attract- 
ing the attention of other IT 
enterprises, making them con- 
sider this dynamic and promis- 
ing city as their new hub. 

In preparation for the Chief 
Minister's visit, Minister 
Amarnath personally inspect- 
ed the Infosys office here on 
Sunday, ensuring that all 
arrangements were meticu- 
lously in place. Further elabo- 
rating on the visit, Minister 


Wf That dermatology issues are not new to Chandrababu as he has been 
suffering from skin disease for decades. TDP leaders and Naidu family 
members are making an issue of nothing only to gain 

sympathy from the public. 


Hf Only for political mileage, the TDP has raised the 
health issue of Naidu, the family members madeit { 
public that Naidu's health is deteriorating and has 
rundown 5 kg weight which is a false statement. 


= 
coe 
—_ 


Wf The TDP filed a petition in the court 


seeking air-conditioning for Naidu 
only after my press meet the other 
day. 


are making an issue out of his 
health despite his being fine 
in jail with the facilities pro- 
vided by the authorities. 
Only for political mileage, the 
TDP has raised the health 
issue of Naidu, the family 
members made it public that 
Naidu’s health is deteriorating 
and has rundown 5 kg weight 
which is a false statement. 
Only to gain sympathy, the 
yellow media was falsely 


Amarnath noted that CM 
Jagan is also scheduled to 
engage with Infosys employees 
during his visit. During the 
inspection, Minister Amarnath 
seized the opportunity to glean 
valuable insights from Infosys 
officials regarding the event's 
proceedings and conducted a 
thorough examination of the 
boardroom setup in readiness 
for the upcoming meeting with 
Jagan Mohan Reddy. 

The Infosys office, strategi- 


propagating the health of 
Naidu, said the minister and 
added that the main agenda 
of the TDP leaders and fam- 
ily members was to get Naidu 
out of the Rajahmundry cen- 
tral prison and take him to a 
corporate hospital in 
Hyderabad. 

Minister Ambati asked why 
were the family members 
waiting for 35 days, instead of 
filing a petition in the court 


nfosys embarks on a new era in Vizag IT 


cally perched atop Hill No-2 in 
the IT Search, showcases 
meticulous planning and is 
adorned with state-of-the-art 
amenities designed to create a 
conducive and productive 
work environment for its 
employees. With an initial 
workforce of approximately 
1,000 dedicated professionals, 
Infosys is poised to exert a pro- 
found impact on the local IT 
ecosystem, shaping the region's 
technological future. 

Expressing unwavering opti- 
mism, Minister Amarnath 
shared his confidence in the 
government's efforts to trans- 
form Visakhapatnam's scenic 
beachfront into a burgeoning 
IT hub. In parallel, Chief 
Minister Jagan Mohan Reddy 
is scheduled to unveil special- 
ly procured tractors dedicated 
to the task of beach cleaning, 
a pivotal step in enhancing the 
city's aesthetics and infrastruc- 
ture. 


seeking air-conditioning for 
Naidu in the prison citing 
health issues. The minister 
pointed out “The TDP filed a 
petition in the court seeking 
air-conditioning for Naidu 
only after my press meet the 
other day.” 

Criticising the role of 
Purandeswari, the Minister 
asked her to reveal for which 
political party she is the pres- 
ident, is it the TDP or the BJP. 
Being NTR's daughter, she 
has a habit of infiltrating 
whichever party is in power. 

Minister Rambabu said 
that the ruling YSRCP is very 
strong under the dynamic 
leadership of Chief Minister 
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy. He 
said that the party does not 
need any political gain by 
arresting the opposition 
leader. Chandrababu has 
committed a crime, and after 
thorough investigation and 
evidence the agencies have 
taken action against Naidu 
and arrested him. 


Packed Gaza... 


Continued from Page 1 


"All these patients are in 
danger of death if the elec- 
tricity is cut off." Dr. 
Hussam Abu Safiya, the 
head of pediatrics at the 
Kamal Adwan Hospital in 
northern Gaza, said it did 
not evacuate despite Israeli 
orders. There are seven 
newborns in the ICU 
hooked up to ventilators, he 
said. 

"We cannot evacuate, that 
would mean death for them 
and other patients under 
our care." Patients keep 
arriving with severed limbs, 
severe burns and other life- 
threatening injuries. 

"It's frightening," he said. 
Shifa hospital in Gaza City, 
the territory's largest, said it 
would bury 100 bodies in a 
mass grave as an emergency 
measure after its morgue 
overflowed, with relatives 
unable to bury their loved 
ones. 
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SRM University-AP success- 
fully concluded its Freshers’ 
Party of the Year, ALOHA 
2023, with extravagance. The 
two-day freshers’ event was 
inaugurated by Vice 
Chancellor, Prof. Manoj K 
Arora on October 13, 2023, in 
the presence of Director of 
Student Affairs, Mr Anil 
Kumar Nigam, Asst. Director 
of Student Affairs, Ms Revathi 
Balakrishnan, Visiting 
Professor School of Business, 


Tht eee Vizag cops crack down on illegal Telugu Desam faces... 
online cricket betting ring 


Month & Paksham: 
Tithi:Dwitiya: 


Sukla Paksha 
Oct 16 12:32 AM 


President and Vice President 
of the Student Council. 

“The word ‘Aloha’ embod- 
ies compassion and kindness. 
We welcome you to your sec- 
ond home, SRM University- 
AP where we will nurture you 
to be holistic individuals 
throughout your academic 
journey” stated Prof. Arora in 
his inaugural address. 

The Director of Student 
Affairs welcomed the fresh- 
ers into the academic and 
social community of the 


to Oct 17 01:13 AM 


Tritiya: Oct 17 01:13 AM PNS @ VISAKHAPATNAM 
to Oct 18 01:26 AM 
Nakshatram: : In a resolute operation 
Swati: Oct 15 06:12 PM spearheaded by the Special 
to Oct 16 07:35 PM Branch of the city police, a 
Vishaka: Oct 16 07:35 PM major breakthrough was 
to Oct 17 08:31PM = achieved as they cracked 
Rahukalam: 7:40 AM to 9:07 AM down on an illegal online 
Yamagandam:  10:34AMto12:01PM cricket betting racket that 
Varjyam: 01:24 AM‘to 03:04AM ‘bad been operating clandes- 
z : tinely in Nathayyapalem, 
Gulika: : 1:28 PM to 2:56 PM within the Gajuwaka police 
Amritakalam: 10:17 AM to 11:58 AM limits. The operation was 


Abhijit Muhurtham: 11:38 AM to 12:25 PM. 


Vl 


Forecast: 

Temp: 34° 
Humidity: 64% ~ 
Sunrise: 6:00 AM -@ 
Sunset: 5:46 PM 


Updated: October 15, 2023 5:00 PM 
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Mr. Trinath Rao, 


initiated following credible 
information that raised sus- 
picions about the illicit bet- 
ting activities taking place. 

Under the leadership of 
the 
Assistant Commissioner of 
Police from the Task Force 
Police Station, the Station 
House Officer (SHO) swift- 
ly executed a well-coordi- 


university. “SRM University- 
AP is a place for creating 
friendships, exploring your 
potential, and being the best 
version of yourself!” Mr 
Nigam addressed the fresh- 
ers. 

ALOHA featured a Mr 
and Ms Freshers’ Contest 
that witnessed a spectacular 
display of talent by the stu- 
dents of SRM University-AP. 
Dhruv Narayan Bajaj and 
Vaishnavi Kasturi were 
crowned as the Mr and Ms 
Fresher of 2023, respective- 
ly. Various creative club 
activities and competitions 
from photography to dance 
and music, to anime quiz 
and cubing, and traditional 
games such as tug-of-war 
and Dahi Handi are some of 
the innumerable activities 
conducted as part of the 
freshers’ programme. The 
event successfully conclud- 
ed with an exclusive DJ 
party featuring Project 91, 
Prithvi Sai and internation- 
al artist DJ Pozitiva. 


nated raid at the location. 
The raid proved highly pro- 
ductive, resulting in the 
seizure of substantial evi- 
dence. 

Among the confiscated 
items were one laptop, two 
mobile phones, and three 
books, all of which have 
been securely stored for 
further examination. These 
seized items are expected to 
play a pivotal role in estab- 
lishing the full extent and 
intricacies of the illegal bet- 


The confiscated items were one laptop, two 
mobile phones, and three books, all of which 


have been securely stored for further 
examination. 


Security beefed up for CM's visit to Infosys Centre 


PNS @ VISAKHAPATNAM 


In anticipation of the visit by Chief 
Minister, YS Jagan Mohan Reddy, to 
inaugurate the Infosys Development 
Centre, a comprehensive security 
plan has been implemented. The 
security measures cover various 
aspects, including traffic manage- 
ment and the maintenance of law and 
order (L&O). 

To further bolster security measures, 
senior police officers have been appoint- 
ed as supervisors for each department 
involved in the security arrangements. 
These senior police officials have metic- 
ulously pre-planned to ensure a seam- 
less visit by the Chief Minister that min- 
imizes public inconvenience. Officers 
and staff responsible for the airport, 
parking, convoy, helipad, VIPs, and 
overall security have received extensive 
briefings and instructions regarding 
their respective roles and responsibili- 
ties. 

Specialised police personnel have 


Political analysts point out that 
the grassroots-level party cadre are 
apprehensive about participating 
in protest activities, fearing arrest, 
with concerns about who would 
come to their aid if they were 
detained. 

There has been speculation in the 
media that the TDP leaders creat- 
ed hype by suggesting that promi- 
nent Supreme Court advocates 
arriving in Vijayawada would secure to 
Chandrababu Naidu's bail prompt- 
ly. This turned out to be a major dis- 
appointment and setback for the 
opposition party's leaders and cadre. 
Even after 35 days, Naidu, who is in 
remand at the Rajahmundry Central 
prison, has not received any court 
relief, despite the efforts of 
renowned advocates. 

Notably, TDP chief family mem- 
bers raised concerns about 
Chandrababu Naidu's health, citing 
ity. sudden weight loss, steroid use, and 


ting operation. 

The case is currently 
undergoing a thorough 
investigation led by the local 
authorities, with the full 
cooperation of the Special 
Branch, Task Force Police 
Station, and the Gajuwaka 
Police Station. 

The police are leaving no 
stone unturned in their pur- 
suit of dismantling the 
entire network involved in 
this unlawful betting activ- 


Continued from Page 1 


been assigned to regulate city traffic, 
ensuring a smooth flow of vehicles 
without disruptions. This initiative 
aims to maintain normal traffic flow 
while enhancing security. Sniffer dog 
squads and bomb squads have conduct- 
ed thorough inspections in areas where 
VIPs will be present. 

In addition, Area Sanitisation Checks 
(ASC) and Route Opening Parties 
(ROPs) have been carried out, and the 


jail facilities, but this also proved to 


roads on the Chief Minister's itinerary 
have been meticulously examined. 

Parking arrangements have been 
established to segregate vehicles belong- 
ing to important individuals attending 
the Chief Minister's visit from those of 
other attendees, thus efficiently man- 
aging vehicle flow. 

All these proactive security measures 
have been put in place to prevent any 
untoward incidents during the Chief 


be a setback. A team of five govern- 


ment hospital doctors clarified that 
Naidu did not require hospitaliza- 
tion, and he had gained weight since 
his detention, with no steroid use. 

Despite the TDP'’s efforts to raise 
awareness about Chandrababu's 
arrest in the skill development 
scam, everything seems to be fail- 
ing, and the public has once again 
dealt a blow to the TDP. The 
‘Nyayaniki Sankillu' protest, meant 
show 
Chandrababu, was an utter failure, 
with minimal public response. 
People largely remained indoors, 
and only a few were seen on their 
balconies. 

In Visakhapatnam, Lokesh's state- 
ments regarding Babu's arrest were 
largely disregarded, and people 
seemed to mockingly show support 
for the accused. Even 50 TDP 
workers were conspicuously absent 
from an event attended by 
Achchennaidu himself. 


solidarity with 


Minister's visit. The Commissioner of 
Police (CP) personally inspected the 
locations to be visited by the Chief 
Minister and reviewed security arrange- 
ments ahead of the event. 

At the behest of the Commissioner 
of Police, DCP-01 (L&O), DCP-02 
(L&O), and DCP (Crimes) conducted 
a comprehensive briefing programme 
for the officers responsible for various 
duties in the city. 


CM for Visakha... 


Continued from Page 1 


Approximately 1,000 employees will be based at 
this facility, which has been constructed in compli- 
ance with green building standards. It is equipped 
with state-of-the-art amenities, including spacious 
audio and video conference halls, a contemporary 
cafeteria, and ample parking facilities. 

In Anakapalli district, CM Jagan will pay a visit to 
Eugia Steriles Private Limited, situated in Paravada 
Pharmacy. 

He will inaugurate a pharmaceutical and biotech 
products unit constructed at a cost of Rs 300.78 crores, 
a development that is anticipated to generate direct 
employment opportunities for 800 individuals. 

Then, CM Jagan will proceed to inaugurate the 
Active Pharmaceutical Ingredient (API) products 
unit established by Laurus Synthesis Labs Private 


Limited in Atchutapuram. This unit, which comes 


Labs. 


at a cost of Rs 421.70 crore, is set to provide direct 
employment to 600 people. 

Furthermore, the Chief Minister will inaugurate 
the Unit 2 Formulation Block, an additional build- 
ing complex at Laurus Labs in Atchutapuram 
APSEZ. A 'Bhoomi Puja’ ceremony will also mark 
the commencement of a new industry by Laurus 
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Ministers visit Kanaka Durga temple 


PNS i VIJAYAWADA 


On the first day of the Dasara 
Sarannavaratri festivities at 
the Sri Durga Malleswara 
Swamy Varla Devasthanam 
atop Indrakeeladri, several 
ministers and MLAs, including 
Deputy Chief Minister and 
Minister for Endowment Kottu 
Satyanarayana, visited the 
Kanaka Durga temple and 
worshipped the deity for the 
welfare of the people. 

Kottu Satyanarayana super- 
vised the queue lines and 
enquired the devotees about 
the facilities provided by the 
temple authorities. He direct- 
ed the officials to ensure that 
devotees do not face any hur- 
dles while having darshan. He 
said that all departments 
should work in coordination 
with each other for the smooth 
conduct of the festivities. He 
warned that strict action would 
be taken against anyone violat- 
ing the rules. 

During the inspection, he 
found that some devotees 
were going to have darshan 
without tickets. As it turned 
out that they were related to 
certain police officials, the 
minister expressed anger over 
‘handing over the temple 
management to the police 
department. He asked 
Executive Officer KS Rama 
Rao to control people enter- 
ing the Rs.500 ticket queue 
lines without tickets. 


i 


Shrine eams Rs 29.13 lakh on first day 


VIJAYAWADA: Sri Durga Malleswara Swamy Varla Devasthanam 
atop Indrakeeladri in Vijayawada earned Rs.29.13 lakh on the first 
day of the Dasara Sarannavaratri festival, i.e. on Sunday. According 
to temple Executive Officer (EO) KS Rama Rao, this income was 
generated through the sale of darshan tickets, Archana, Homam and 
others. The highest income was generated from the sale of the 
tickets of Rs.500 (1,270) -- Rs.6.35 lakh. From the sale of Rs.300 
tickets (2,999), Rs.8.87 lakh was generated and from the sale of 
Rs.100 tickets (3,200), Rs.3.20 lakh was earned. Also, from the sale 
of tonsuring tickets, (Rs.40), Rs.1.28 lakh was earned. 


Later, Minister for Tourism, 
Culture and Youth 
Advancement RK Roja, 
Minister for Transport Pinipe 
Viswaroop, BJP State president 
Daggubati Purandeswari and 
MLAs Malladi Vishnu and 
Velampalli Srinivas had dar- 
shan of goddess Durga Devi. 

Roja spoke to the press at the 
media point and said that she 
had worshipped goddess 
Kanaka Durga Devi for the 
welfare of women, as the 
Dasara festival is for women. 
She said that every family 
would be blessed with the 
goddess Durga Devi's bless- 
ings. 


Minister Viswaroop, along 
with family members, per- 
formed special pujas for the 
successful continuation of the 
YSRC government in the State. 
He said that the goddess Durga 
Devi's blessings would be 
required for Chief Minister YS 
Jagan Mohan Reddy. 

Andhra Pradesh Planning 
Commission Vice Chairman 
and Vijayawada Central MLA 
Malladi Vishnu said that all 
officials should work cooper- 
atively during the nine-day 
Dasara festival. He expressed 
happiness over the arrange- 
ments made by the temple 
authorities. 


PNS lf VIJAYAWADA 


Vijayawada Municipal 
Corporation Commissioner 
Swapnil Dinkar Pundkar has 
issued important instruc- 
tions regarding the arrange- 
ments for the Dasara 
Sarannavaratri festivities, to 
ensure safety and conve- 
nience of devotees and visi- 
tors. The Engineering 
Department has taken 
several steps to 
make the festi- 
val a memo- 
rable experi- 
ence for all, he 
said in a press 
release here 
on Sunday. 

He said that 
to cater to the 
needs of the large 
crowds expected, the 
Engineering Department has 
established 27 points for free 
drinking water supply. These 
locations would span from 
the base of the hill to the 
golden points where the 
highest congregation is antic- 
ipated, he said. 

Additionally, 120 toilets 
have been set up for the con- 
venience of devotees, and 50 
more for the police person- 


VME sets up 27 drinking 
water points for Dasara 


170 
temporary 
toilets set up; 
sanitation staif to 
work round the 
clock in three 
shifts 


nel stationed in the accom- 
modation centres, he added. 

Further, he stated that six 
cloakrooms had been set up 
at different locations where 
services would be free. In 
total, more than 1,500 sani- 
tary workers will be working 
tirelessly round the clock in 
three shifts to ensure clean- 
liness and hygiene, he said. 

Also, he said key officials 
would be monitoring 
different segments 
of the festival as 
per the sched- 

ule. All the 
VIPs are 
allowed to 
have darshan 
of goddess 
Durga with 
seven cars pro- 
vided by the 
Vijayawada Municipal 
Corporation, he said. 

A command control room 
will be operational 24X7 to 
address any emergency. In 
case any officers identify any 
requirements at any point, 
they can quickly inform the 
command control room, 
which will then direct the 
respective department to 
arrange for the necessary 
support and services, he said. 


Neolithic era rock art 
discovered in Palnadu dlist 


PNS @ VIJAYAWADA 


A discovery of ancient rock art, dating back to 
the Neolithic period, was made in the Gundala- 


Veerlavagu valley on the 


Koppunuru village, Macharla mandal in 
Palnadu district. This discovery was led by Dr. 
E. Sivanagi Reddy, an esteemed archaeologist 
and the CEO of the Pleach India Foundation. 

Dr. Reddy came across these fascinating rock 
engravings quite unexpectedly while conducting 
a survey as part of the "Preserve Heritage for 
Posterity" campaign in and around Koppunuru- 
Gundala. This region is known for the remnants 
of a Vaishnavaite temple, dating back to the 
Kakatiya period (13th century CE), situated on 
the right side of Veerula vagu. After document- 
ing the temple ruins, Dr. Reddy, accompanied by 
a local resident, M. Durgempudi Yuganadhreddy, 
and Macharla-based historian Pavuluri Satish, 
continued their exploration in the deep and nar- 
row Veerula vagu gorge, which is home to numer- 


ous prehistoric rock shelters. 


To Dr. Reddy's astonishment, 
ly 1 km from the temple ruins towards 
Koppunuru village, they stumbled upon an 
exceptional rock engraving depicting a stag. 


This image measures 20 cm in 


cm in height and is meticulously delineated on 
the cliff within a rock shelter, perched at a 


height of 10 meters. 


Intriguingly, the team also discovered sev- 
eral megalithic burials known as cairn circles, 
which can be dated back to around 1000 BCE, 
in the nearby agricultural fields. Further 
investigations in the fields of Koppunuru 
unearthed remnants of bricks (measuring 59 
x 29x 7 cm) and pot shards that are attributed 
to the Satavahana period (1st century CE). Dr. 
Sivanagi Reddy took the initiative to raise 


outskirts of 


approximate- 


length and 15 


awareness among the local farmers about the 
archaeological and historical significance of 


these findings, which span from prehistoric 


times to the Satavahana era, and urged them 
to preserve these relics for future generations. 

Dr. Shyamasunder Rao, Designs-Incharge, 
and Ramesh, an amateur archaeologist from 
Macherla, actively participated in these explo- 
rations under Dr. Reddy's guidance. This sig- 
nificant discovery promises to shed new light 
on the rich cultural heritage of the Palnadu dis- 
trict and its historical importance. 


98% candidates 
took up Sl 
written exam 


PNS li VIJAYAWADA 


Atul Singh, Chairman, of State 
Level Police Recruitment 
Board, Andhra Pradesh said 
that about 98 percent candi- 
dates took the two-day written 
examination for Sub Inspector 
(Civil) and Reserve Sub 
Inspector (APSP), held on 
October 14 and 15. 

On October 14 out of 
31,193 candidates, 30,597 can- 
didates took up the written 
exam with 98.09 % with 596 
candidates absent for the 
morning session. In the after- 
noon session 30,579 candi- 
dates wrote the exam with 
98.03 % with 614 candidates 
absent. 

On October 15 out of 
31,193 candidates, 30,569 can- 
didates took up the written 
exam with 98.00 % with 624 
candidates absent for the 
morning session. In the after- 
noon session, 30,560 candi- 
dates wrote the exam with 
97.97 % with 633 candidates 
absent. 

The Final Written Test was 
held on 14.10.2023 and 
15.10.2023 at 04 locations viz., 
Visakhapatnam, Eluru, 
Guntur, and Kurnool from 
10.00 AM to 01.00 PM and 
02.30 PM to 05.30 PM respec- 
tively. 


1,00,410 individuals 
utilised JAS camps 


PNS i VIJAYAWADA 


District Collector of NTR, Dr 
S Dilli Rao, has announced that 
between September 30 and 
October 13, approxi- 
mately 1,00,410 indi- 
viduals utilised the 
Jagananna Aarogya 
Suraksha (JAS) 
health camps in the 
district. 

The camps were 
conducted in both 
rural and urban areas 
with around 187 sessions. 
Out of the total number, 48,645 
men and 51,835 women have 
received free medical kits from 
the government. 

In a statement released on 


PNS lM SRIKAKULAM 


Hope has been renewed in Srikakulam's 
sports community as the Youth 
Advancement, Tourism, and Culture 
(YAT&C) Department has allocated Rs 12 
crore to modernise the historic Kodi 
Rammurthy Stadium. This stadium, one 
of the oldest in Andhra Pradesh, played 


Collector 
says 187 
camps conducted 
in rural and urban 
areas in NTR 
district 


Sunday, Dr Rao added that 
around 1,213 eligible people 
were referred to the district hos- 
pitals for further treatment. 
Additionally, 3,313 pregnant 
women and new moth- 
ers received medical 
attention in these 
JAS camps. 
During the JAS 
camps, doctors 
also advised 
patients on nutri- 
tional food, perform- 
ing yoga, and the mat- 
ters to be taken care of dur- 
ing pregnancy. The Health 
Department has arranged spe- 
cial screens to explain the pre- 
cautionary measures, Dr Rao 
said. 


Govt's attitude on Naidu’s 
health inhuman: Pawan 


PNS @ VIJAYAWADA 


Jana Sena chief K Pawan Kalyan 
alleged that the attitude adopt- 
ed by the YSRCP government 
on the health of former Chief 
Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu is inhuman. 

“The YSRCP govern- 
ment's attitude towards 
the health condition 
of Telugu Desam 
Party (TDP) presi- 
dent and Leader of 
Opposition 
Chandrababu Naidu is 
inhuman. The health con- 
dition of Naidu, who is in 
Rajamahendravaram Central 
Jail, should not be neglected. 
Keeping his age in mind, the 
health problems which Naidu 
is facing should be dealt with in 


KODI RAMMURTHY STADIUM 


Rekindling the spirit with Rs 12 cr outlay for facelift 


a vital role in nurturing renowned athletes 
like Karanam Malleswari, the first 
weightlifting Olympian, Nelamsetti Laxmi, 
the world weightlifting champion, Pujari 
Sailaja, the Commonwealth weightlifting 
gold medalist, and 25 other internation- 
al athletes. However, the absence of a prop- 
er stadium hampered the growth of new 


talent. 


a humane way,’ Pawan Kalyan 
said in a statement here on 
Sunday. 

The vindictive politics is not 
proper. Chandrababu Naidu’s 
family members are expressing 
concern on social media about 
the health condition of Naidu. 

The comments of the 

Government Advisor 

and prison depart- 

ment officials indi- 

cate the govern- 

ment’ attitude. The 

officials are not heed- 

ing the doctors’ reports. 

“The judiciary should 

interfere in the health condition 

of Chandrababu Naidu and 

order for an inquiry. The gov- 

ernment is responsible for the 

health issue of Naidu,’ Pawan 
Kalyan said. 


Revenue Minister and local MLA, 
Dharmana Prasada Rao, brought this 
issue to Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan 
Reddy's attention. CM Jagan pledged ?10 
crore and instructed SAAP officials to pro- 
vide updated cost estimates. Subsequently, 
the YAT&C Department 
Government Order Rt No 202, earmark- 


issued 


ing Rs12 crore for stadium improvement. 


1.4 kg foreign 
gold worth 
Rs 80L seized 


PNS @ VIJAYAWADA 


The Vijayawada Airport 
Customs officials caught two 
women passengers who were 
bringing 24 carat foreign gold 
as jewelry from Sharjah to 
Vijayawada. A.P. Customs 
Preventive Commissioner 
Sadhu Narasimha Reddy said 
that they seized 1.4 kg gold 
worth Rs 80 lakh in the mar- 
ket. 

He explained that the cus- 
toms officials noticed two 
young women who were wear- 
ing jewelry at the Gannavaram 
airport. They reached the air- 
port on Saturday night. 
During checks, it was found 
that the gold was pure and 24 
carat foreign gold. All the 
gold ornaments were in the 
form of rings, bangles and 
anklets. The Commissioner 
stated that wearing foreign 
gold jewelry without first 
declaring it was against the 
Customs Act. 

Narasimha Reddy stated 
that primary customs investi- 
gation revealed that the two 
women from Mangalore 
region of Karnataka had trav- 
elled from Goa to the United 
Arab Emirates and from there 
to Vijayawada Gannavaram 
Airport. 


GVMC’S 57-POINT AGENDA 


A STEP TOWARDS 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
ENHANCEMENT 


PNS i VISAKHAPATNAM 


The Greater Visakhapatnam 
Municipal Corporation 
(GVMC) is gearing up for its 
upcoming council meeting, 
scheduled for October 19. 
The corporation has prepared 
a comprehensive 57-point 
agenda that encompasses a 
wide range of developmental 
initiatives. 

Amidst ongoing discussions 
about the possible relocation 
of the Chief Minister's Office 
(CMO) to Visakhapatnam, 
the agenda incorporates sev- 
eral significant development 
projects. These initiatives are 
primarily focused on enhanc- 
ing the city's infrastructure, 
particularly in the 
Bheemunipatnam mandal 
(Zone 1). The proposed devel- 
opments include road con- 
struction, road extensions, 
and culvert installations. 

One of the standout features 
in the agenda is the proposal 
to establish a 100 Million 
Litres Per Day (MLD) desali- 
nation plant under a Public- 


Private Partnership (PPP) 
model. 

This initiative aims to 
address the increasing water 
demands of local industries. 
The corporation has already 
taken the first step by submit- 
ting a Request for Proposal 
(RFP) to the State government 
after conducting review meet- 
ings. 

Another noteworthy item 
on the agenda is the proposal 
for bio-mining at the 
Bheemunipatnam dumping 
yard, which covers an area of 
six acres and is estimated to 
cost Rs 1.70 crore. In align- 
ment with improving commu- 
nity facilities, the GVMC has 
suggested constructing a mul- 
tipurpose community hall in 
Akkireddypalem, Ward No 
68, Zone VI, with a budget of 
Rs 69 lakh. Proposals have 
been presented for the pro- 
curement of equipment for a 
park in H.B Colony and the 
installation of proper lighting 
along the Bus Rapid Transit 
System (BRTS) Road in 
Arilova. 


CME on recent advances In neurology held 
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Continuing Medical Education 
(CME) programme on “Recent 
Advances in Neurology” in col- 
laboration with the Indian 
Medical Association (IMA) was 
organised by Kamineni hospitals 
on Sunday. The programme 
has covered a wide range of top- 
ics, including TB meningitis, 
CNS demyelination, recent 
developments in the treatment 
of Alzheimer's disease, newer 
therapeutics for the treatment of 
migraine, and the role of genet- 


ics in neurological illnesses. 
Speaking on the occasion, 
“Dr V Naveen Kumar, COO & 
HOD, Department of 
Neurology, Kamineni Hospitals, 
Vijayawada says, “Our aim was 
to give medical professionals the 
greatest learning methods for 
studying cutting-edge medical 
procedures and how to update 
and improve their expertise of 
treating neurological disorders. 
We have been able to share the 
most recent information with 
our medical community through 
this program because neurolo- 


gy isa dynamic subject with con- 
stantly advancing technology. 
The event's success is evidence 


of the value of collaboration and 
ongoing learning in the health- 
care industry”. 


MA Rahman, president of, 
the Indian Medical Association, 
Vijayawada says “It is hearten- 
ing to witness the commitment 
of Kamineni Hospitals in pro- 
moting medical education and 
excellence. This CME program 
on recent advances in neurolo- 
gy has brought together health- 
care professionals to learn, share, 
and grow. The cooperation 
between Kamineni Hospitals, 
IMA, and APMC has facilitat- 
ed an environment of constant 
improvement in the medical 
field”. 


Tributes paid to Abdul Kalam 


PNS @ VIJAYAWADA 


Tributes were paid to former 
president of India APJ Abdul 
Kalam on his birth anniver- 
sary in the YSRCP central 
office in Tadepalli on Sunday. 

Dr. Koneru Satyapriya, 
Director of Andhra Pradesh 
LIDCAP, and YSRCP leaders 
from the Tiruvuru constituen- 
cy were present on the occasion. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
Satyapriya said that APJ 
Abdul Kalam's services to the 
country were unparalleled. 
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He was a genius who spread 
the fame of India worldwide 
with revolutionary changes 
in the field of nuclear science 
in India, she recalled. 


“It is a great honor for us 
to celebrate this event on the 
occasion of the birth 
anniversary of Dr. APJ Abdul 
Kalam,” she said. 


iin Dist Kho- Kho Assn’s 


new committee elected 


PNS i VIJAYAWADA 


The erstwhile Krishna District 
Kho-Kho Association's new 
committee was elected unan- 
imously under the supervision 
of Andhra Pradesh High Court 
Assistant Public Prosecutor B 
Ramani. The election was held 
at the Sri Viswa Bharathi High 
School at Patamata in 
Vijayawada on Sunday. 
Kho-Kho national level tech- 
nical official MVSS Prasad was 


elected president of the Krishna 
District Kho-Kho Association 
while senior Physical Education 
Teacher MV Satya Prasad is the 
general secretary. Including 
these two posts, office-bearers 
were elected to nine positions 
without any opposition. 

SV Ranga Rao (West 
Godavari) was the observer 
from the Andhra Pradesh 
Kho-Kho Association. For all 
nine posts, single nomina- 
tions were filed and after 


scrutiny, election officer BV 
Ramani announced that the 
new committee was elected 
unanimously. 

New committee: MVSS 
Prasad (President), M Lavanya, 
PN Someswara Rao (Vice- 
Presidents), MV Satya Prasad 
(General Secretary), K 
Anuradha, K Srinivasa Rao 
(Joint Secretaries), G Rama Rao 
(Treasurer), K Uma Maheswari 
Devi, G Rajendra Prasad 
(Executive Members). 


Efforts on to introduce soft tennis in Olympics 


PNS @ VIJAYAWADA 


The 18th Junior National Soft 
Tennis Championship was inau- 
gurated by Andhra Pradesh 
Planning Commission Vice- 
Chairman and Vijayawada 
Central MLA Malladi Vishnu at 
the Indira Gandhi Municipal 
Corporation (IGMC) Stadium 
in Vijayawada on Sunday. 

Soft Tennis Federation of 
India president and Gujarat 
MLA Mahesh Kaswala played a 
match with Vishnu to mark the 
start of the tournament. As 
many as 23 State teams are par- 
ticipating in the five-day cham- 
pionship. On the occasion, 
Andhra Pradesh's Bhavana took 
an oath along with other State 
team captains. 


During the event, Anusha, 
who represented India in the 
recent Asian Games, was felic- 
itated by Malladi Vishnu and 
Mahesh Kaswala. 

Andhra Pradesh Soft Tennis 
Association chairman Daram 
Naveen Kumar and general sec- 
retary D Dilip Kumar intro- 
duced the guests, Vishnu and 
Kaswala, to all the players. The 
tournament, which lasts five 
days, is being held under the 
floodlights at the Tennis 
Complex on the premises of the 
IGMC Stadium. 

Speaking at the event, 
Kaswala said that the Soft Tennis 
Federation of India would make 
efforts to introduce the sport in 
the Olympics. The federation is 
taking steps to discuss the mat- 
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ter with the International 
Olympic Council soon. 

He also congratulated the 
Indian contingent for winning 
over 100 medals in the 19th 
Asian Games held in China. The 
Indian Soft Tennis teams per- 
formed well in the tournament, 


and aeiaha secured the fifth 


position. 

Kaswala stated that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi con- 
firmed Indias interest to host the 
2036 Olympics and that he had 
initiated talks with the Indian 
Olympic Association represen- 


tatives in this regard. He request- 
ed all State governments and 
local bodies to support out- 
standing players and encourage 
sports and games locally. He 
added that sports infrastructure 
needed to be provided in all 
States. 

Malladi Vishnu said that the 
Chief Minister was supportive of 
sports and games. He is encour- 
aging international medal win- 
ners by offering government 
jobs and cash incentives. 

Soft Tennis Federation of 
India treasurer Vijay Solanki, 
executive director NG Vegda, 
former president Makwana, 
NTR District Sports Authority 
(DSA) Chief Coach SA Azeez, 
and others participated in the 
event. 
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EVMs checking for 20 days: Collector 


PNS lm ELURU 


District Collector V Prasanna 
Venkatesh has said that the 
First Level Checking of 
Electronic Voting Machines 
(EVMs) would begin on 
October 16 and continue for 20 
days and conclude on 
November 10. He said that the 
checking process of EVMs 
would be held from 9 a.m. to 
7 p.m. from October 16. 

The Collector inspected the 
arrangements being made for 
the First Level Checking of 
EVMs at the EVM godown, 
located on the premises of the 
Collectorate, along with 
Superintendent of Police Mary 
Prashanthi here on Sunday. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
Collector Prasanna Venkatesh 


said that as per the instructions 
of the Election Commission of 
India, the First Level checking 
programme would be con- 
ducted from October 16 to 
November 10. 

The functioning of the 
EVMs would be examined for 
which strong security arrange- 
ments were made. DRDA PD 
Dr.R Vijay Raju was appointed 
as an observer for the First 
Level checking of EVMs from 
9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

In order to conduct the 
checking process of EVMs effi- 
ciently, the Collector directed 
the officials concerned to strict- 
ly follow the rules and regula- 
tions of the Election 
Commission of India. The BEL 
company engineers would 
carry out checking of EVMs in 


the presence of representa- 
tives of recognized political 
parties, the Collector stated. 


Collector Prasanna 
Venkatesh said that the repre- 


sentatives of all the recognized 
political parties in the district 
have already been informed 
about the checking of EVMs, 
adding that for the inspection 


‘Andhra 


programme, the representa- 
tives of various political parties 
should attend at the ware- 
house godown with the iden- 
tity cards. 

The Eluru district was allo- 
cated 5560 EVM units, 4340 
control units and 4340 VV 
PATs for which the first level 
checking would be held. The 
Collector made it clear that 
mobile phones, digital wrist- 
watches and ear pads would 
not be allowed into the EVM 
godowns. DRO M 
Venkateswarulu, DRDA Dr.R 
Vijay Raju, DSP Krishnam 
Raju, Collectorate 
Administrative Officer B 
Ramadevi, and DIO 
Nageswara Rao were among 
those who accompanied the 
Collector. 
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Buggana reviews steps for CM’s 
visit to Yemmiganur on Oct 19 


PNS m KURNOOL 


Chief Minister Y S Jagan 
Mohan Reddy will visit the 
Kurnool district to participate 
in a programme at 
Yemmiganur on October 19. 

Finance Minister Buggana 
Rajendranath Reddy held a 
meeting with District 
Collector Dr. Srujana, SP G 
Krishnakanth, Joint Collector 
N Mourya, Adoni Sub- 
Collector Abhisekh Kumar, 
Mayor BY Ramaiah, MLA 
Chennakeshava Reddy and 
other officials in 
Yemmiganur on Sunday and 
reviewed the arrangements 
being made for the Chief 
Minister’s visit. 


Speaking on the occasion, 
the Finance Minister directed 
the officials to make elaborate 
arrangements for the Chief 
Minister’s programme. He also 
directed the SP to make pool- 
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proof security arrangements 
for the programme. 

Buggana Rajendranath 
Reddy examined the route 
map, the venue, and seating 
arrangements. 


Collector, SP Inspect EVMs godown 


PNS lm ONGOLE 


District Collector AS Dinesh 
Kumar and SP Malika Garg 
inspected the Electronic Voting 
Machine godown located at 
Mamidipalem village near here 
on Sunday. They went around 
the godown premises and 
inspected the surroundings. 

Speaking on the occasion, the 
Collector said that the First 
Level Checking of EVMs would 
begin on October 16 and end on 
November 10. He said that the 
technical experts appointed by 
the Election Commission of 
India are coming for the check- 
ing of EVMs. The checking 
process would begin at 8 am 
and end at 8 pm, he stated, 
adding that the engineering 
experts would examine the 
EVMs to detect whether there 
are any errors in the function- 
ing of EVMs. 

The Collector said “The dis- 
trict revenue officer has been 
appointed as the nodal officer to 
oversee the entire process. In the 
presence of representatives of 


recognized political parties in 
the state, the first level checking 
will be held. We have already 
written letters to the respective 
political parties in this regard” 

The Collector said that spe- 
cial identity cards are being 
issued to the representatives 
coming on behalf of political 
parties, adding that the entire 
process of EVMs checking 
would be recorded by the 
CCTV cameras. 

Angements were made to 
watch the process live by the 
Election Commission, CEO, 
along with him, the District 
Collector said. Strict security 
arrangements have been made 
to control the traffic in the 
premises of EVM warehouses, 
she stated. 


“Only those with identity 
cards will be allowed to enter the 
premises after thorough inspec- 
tion. Mobile phones and other 
electronic devices will not be 
allowed on the premises. Food 
and other facilities required for 
the staff participating in this 
process will be provided, 
Collector Dinesh Kumar said. 

SP Malika Garg said that 
tight security arrangements 
were made with armed and civil 
police on the premises. 
“Women policemen have also 
been appointed to check the 
entry of women into the premis- 
es for the performance of duties. 
Security personnel are provid- 
ing regular security at the EVM 
warehouse. In view of the fact 
that more people are likely to 
come from outside, the securi- 
ty has been increased to prevent 
any security lapses,’ SP Malika 
Garg added. 

DRO R Srilatha, ARASP 
Ashok Babu, DSPs Narayana 
Swamy Reddy, and Mariyadas 
were among those who accom- 
panied the Collector. 


Grandeur marks TTD 
member Sidda’s birthda 


PNS m ONGOLE 


The birthday celebrations of 
industrialist and Tirumala 
Tirupati Devasthanams Board 
(TTD) member Sidda Sudheer 
Kumar were held grandly on 
Sunday. 

A large number of leaders, 
admirers, and followers 
thronged to the house of 
Sudheer Kumar to convey 
birthday wishes. YSRCP district 
president Janke Venkata Reddy, 
Mayor Gangada Sujata, dis- 
trict Arya Vaishya Sangam 
Leaders Jaladanki Krishna Rao, 
President Ravuri Kashi Ranga 
Janardan, Kothari Ranga, Vasavi 
Seva Dal, Arya Vaishya Yuvajan 
Sanghas Arya Vaishya Mahila 
Sangam Leaders, Ongole City 
Business, Commerce, Gold, 
Silver, Cloth Merchant associ- 
ation leaders were among those 
who wished Sidda Sudheer 
Kumar on his birthday. 


yy 

Sidda Sudheer Kumar cut 
the cake in the presence of his 
father, former minister Sidda 
Raghava Rao, mother, wife, 
children, and other family 
members. A large number of 
his followers, led by Upputuri 
Krishna, garlanded him with a 
giant garland. The Jyothi gran- 


ite staff also participated in the 
birthday celebrations. 


Sri Saraswati Educational 
Institutions chairman AV 
Ramana Reddy, Markapuram 
MPP Chenchu_ Reddy, 
Marripudi MPP Venkata 
Reddy, Donakonda YSRCP 
leader Srikanth, Mundlamooru 
MPP Sunkara Brahma Reddy 
were among those met Sudheer 
Kumar and conveyed birthday 
wishes. 
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Trust Hospital gets award 
for excellent performance 


PNS i KAKINADA 


The Trust Multispecialty 
Hospital has bagged the 
“Times Business Award 2023' 
for its excellent performance. 

The hospital has been serv- 
ing the people of the com- 


Bear fatally 
knocked down 
by vehicle 


PNS mi ANANTAPUR 


A bear was killed when an 
unidentified vehicle knocked 
down it while crossing the 
road at Krishi Vignan center 
near Kalyandurg town on 
Sunday. 

The bear strayed into the 
area from a nearby forest. 
When it was crossing the 
road an unidentified vehicle 
knocked down fatally, 
according to the forest offi- 
cials. 

The forest officials who 
rushed to the place examined 
the bear and conducted a 
postmortem. It is being inves- 
tigated whether the bear was 
poisoned or was killed in a 
road accident, the forest offi- 
cials said. Locals told the 
media that they often notice 
bears straying from the near- 
by hillocks. 


bined East Godavari district 
for the last 13 years. 

Dr. Kalyan Chakraborty 
and Dr. Ramakrishna 
thanked their fellow doctors, 
nursing staff, and others who 
played a vital role in getting 
the award. 


TDP demands re 


PNS @ GUNTUR 


Telugu Desam Party (TDP) activists, led by 
former ministers Alapati Raja and Nakka 
Ananda Babu, staged a dharna at 
Nandivelugu crossroads in Tenali mandal 
demanding the government to release irri- 


gation water to save crops. 


Speaking on the occasion, the TDP 
leaders said that the paddy crop is getting 
withered due to a lack of water. The gov- 
ernment should release water to save the 
paddy crop from withering in the region, 


they said. 


Nakka Ananda Babu alleged that the 
desilting works were not carried out in the 
irrigation canals. The government machin- 
ery is not taking steps to provide irrigation 
water while the paddy crop is getting with- 


the farmers. 


ered at various places due to lack of water. 
What is use if the water is provided after the 
crop withered and the farmers incur loss- 
es, he asked. He also demanded the gov- 
ernment to announce on what basis crop 
loss compensation would be disbursed to 


“The irrigation Superintendent Engineer 
should speak to the Collector over the phone 
and take steps to release water to the west 
delta to save crops,’ the former minister 


water. 


demeaned. 

He said that the delta farmers needed 
8000 cusecs of water but only 3000 cusecs 
of water is being released now. He warned 
of intensifying the stir if the irrigation water 
was not released to the delta farmers by 
tomorrow evening. He questioned the 
agriculture minister what he is doing when 
crops are getting withered due to lack of 


ease of water for crops 


sie se 
ey — 


“The YSRCP leaders have focused on 
how Naidu should be in prison for a long 
time. How fake cases are registered against 
the TDP leaders instead of focusing on the 


issues of farmers? Crops are getting with- 


criticised. 


ered in thousands of acres of land in the 
delta area but the government has not taken 
steps to save the crop; Nakka Ananda Babu 


Chariot rally of Bhudevi 
arrives in Kakinada 


PNS Mi KAKINADA 


The chariot procession of 
Sridevi Bhudevi Sametha Sri 
Venkateswara Swamy arrived 
here on Sunday and a large 
number of devotees had a 
darshan of the deities. 

In order to preserve the 
Indian Sanatana Hindu 
Dharma, the Sanatana 
Dharma Prachara 
Vaageyakara Sankeerthana 
Vahini Seva Samithi has been 
organising a chariot proces- 
sion of Sridevi Bhudevi 
Sametha Sri Venkateswara 
Swamy since January 1, 2015, 
and chariot procession began 
in Raichur district in 
Karnataka. 

The chariot procession has 
touched many villages during 
its journey and singer 
Karutuuri Venkata Srinivasa 
Rao is following the proces- 
sion, rendering Annamayya 


Swararchana Sankeerthanalu. 
He is also educating devotees 
on Hindu Dharma with his 
perches. 

The chariot procession goes 
door-to-door, giving every- 
one the opportunity to have a 
darshan of Sri Venkateswara 
Swamy, one of the organizers 
said. The chariot procession 
was invited to Kakinada for 
the Sharannavrata 
Maholsavam. As part of the 
preservation of the Hindu 
Dharma, the chariot proces- 
sion will continue to travel to 
other villages in the state of 
Andhra Pradesh. 

"It is an effort to show the 
deity to the disabled, the elder- 
ly, and those who are sick," he 
said, adding that this pro- 
gramme is being organized by 
the Sanatana Dharma 
Prachara  Vaageyakara 
Sankeerthana Vahini Seva 
Samithi. 


Akanksha Foundation donates 
Rs 25,000 to girl for treatment 


PNS ml VIJAYAWADA 


Akanksha Foundation donated 
Rs.25,000 as a token of their sup- 
port for the treatment of Akula 
Jeevana Jyotsna, who is suffering 
from Congenital Lymphedema, 
here on Sunday. This amount was 
handed over to the girl in the 
presence of her parents. 

Akula Jeevana Jyotsna is tak- 
ing treatment at the Manipal 
hospital at Tadepalli near 
Vijayawada. The hospital man- 
agement told her parents that 
around Rs.4.50 lakh would be 
required for the operation. The 
girls parents are requesting 
donors to help them. 


Meanwhile, a private school 
which is providing education to 
Jeevana Jyotsna offered to give 
them Rs.1.50 lakh. For the 
remaining amount, the parents 
approached the Akanksha 
Foundation, and the representa- 
tives of the Foundation immedi- 
ately handed over Rs.25,000 to the 
girl's parents. 


Interstate bike lifting gang 
arrested, 22 ~— diab 


PNS mi KADAPA 


The police arrested an interstate 
bike-lifting gang and recovered 
22 stolen bikes from them in 
Madanapalli in Annamayya 
district. 

DSP Keshappa told the 
media in Madanapalli on 
Sunday that the police arrested 
five interstate motorcycle 
thieves and recovered 22 stone 
motorcycles from them. 

He said that the police con- 
ducted a check of vehicles on 
Bangalore road. On seeing the 
police, five members tried to 
flee on three motorcycles. The 
police chased and apprehend- 


ed them. On the information 
provided by them, the police 
recovered 22 motorcycles worth 
Rs 4 lakh. 

In another case, the police 
arrested Reddy Sekhar and 
recovered a JCB. He stole the 
JCB at the Taddivaripalle cross- 
road when the JCP was parked 
there. The police arrested the 
accused and recovered the JCB 
worth Rs 15 lakh. 


Man stabs mother, sister 


PNS ml ELURU 


A person, who was addicted to 
vices, stabbed his mother and 
sister with a knife at 
Tupakulagudem village in 
Jeelugumilli mandal on 
Sunday. 

Police said that a man was 
addicted to vices. When his 
mother rebuked him, he 
attacked her with a kitchen 
knife and stabbed her indis- 
criminately. When his sister 


went to the rescue of her 
mother, he stabbed her too. 
Both the mother and her 
daughter were admitted to 
the GGH where they were 
undergoing treatment. 


Motorcyclist 


A motorcyclist was knocked 
down by an APSRTC bus at 
Kesarapalli village in 
Gannavaram mandal on 


knocked down by bus 


Sunday. Police said that the 
deceased Golla Basavaiah (33) 
was crossing the national high- 
way. A speeding APSRTC bus 
knocked him down causing his 
instant death. 


The deceased was going to 
Vijayawada from Eluru while the 
bus was going toward 
Rajahmundry. The police regis- 
tered a case and shifted the body 
to the GGH for postmortem. 


CME on 
advanced medical 
procedures held 


PNS @ VIJAYAWADA 


A Continuing Medical 
Education (CME) pro- 
gramme was organized at 
Aster Ramesh Hospitals on 
advanced medical procedures 
performed in interventional 
medicine instead of surgical 
treatments in the treatment of 
heart diseases under the aus- 
pices of Aster Ramesh 
Hospitals, in collaboration 
with Cardiac Society of India 
Andhra Pradesh Chapter 
here on Sunday. 

On the occasion, of 
addressing the gathering, Dr 
Pothineni Ramesh Babu, 
Managing Director of Aster 
Ramesh Hospitals, said that 
there are many revolutionary 
changes in the prevention 
and treatment of human dis- 
eases. Similarly in the treat- 
ment of heart diseases, signif- 
icant progress can be seen in 
invasive medical treatments 
instead of surgical treatments, 
from early detection of hid- 
den heart diseases to 
advanced treatment to heart 
diseases. Doctors have also 
informed that advanced med- 
ical treatments should always 
be considered. 
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‘Vempati’s contribution to Kuchipudi immense’ 
Minister Roja presents Dr Satyam’s Memorial Puraskar to Manju Bhargavi 


PNS @ VIJAYAWADA 


Minister for Tourism, Culture 
and Youth Advancement and 
Krishna district in-charge 
Minister RK Roja has praised 
Padmabhushan awardee Dr 
Vempati Chinna Satyam for 
his contributions. Dr Satyam 
worked tirelessly to develop 
and restore Kuchipudi and pro- 
mote it worldwide, she said. 

The birth anniversary cele- 
brations of Dr Vempati China 
Satyam were jointly organised 
by the State Language and 
Culture Department, Krishna 
district administration, Save 
Kuchipudi Artists, Kuchipudi 
Academy Chennai, Potti 
Sriramulu Telugu University 
and Jayaho Bharateeyam. The 
event took place at the 
Siddhendra Yogi Kalakshetram 
in Mowva in Krishna district on 
Sunday. 

Minister Roja and Housing 
Minister Jogi Ramesh paid their 
respects to Chinna Satyam by 
offering floral tributes. They also 


unveiled China Satyam's por- 
trait at the event. Later, the min- 
isters presented Dr Satyam's 
Memorial Puraskar to the win- 
ner of the Kendra Sahitya 
Nataka Academy Award, Manju 
Bhargavi, and presented a cash 
prize of Rs. 2 lakh on behalf of 
the State government. 

At the event, Siddhendra 
Yogi Puraskar was awarded to 
Dr Vedantham Ramalinga 
Sastry, the principal of 


Kalakshetram. Madhavapeddi 
Murty received the Vempati 
Chinna Satyam Lifetime 
Achievement Puraskar, where- 
as the Lifetime Achievement 
Puraskar for Dr Shobhanaidu 
was awarded to Vedantham 
Rade Shyam. 

The minister highlighted the 
significance of preserving cul- 
tural and artistic traditions and 
urged everyone to take respon- 
sibility. She mentioned that 


Chinna Satyam, who was born 
in Kuchipudi village, spread 
the dance form worldwide. 

She expressed joy that 
Kuchipudi, a traditional dance 
form, was being used to begin 
programmes not only in India 
but also in other parts of the 
world. This reflects the pride of 
the Telugu people. Even though 
Dr Satyam passed away 13 years 
ago, his students still perform 
Kuchipudi, keeping his legacy 
alive, she added. 

The minister revealed that 
several popular cine actresses 
like Vaijayanthi Mala, Hema 
Malini, Jaya Lalitha, Prabha, 
Chandrakala and Manju 
Bhargavi were trained in 
Kuchipudi dance at Dr Satyam's 
institute. In 2011, Kuchipudi was 
performed by 1,800 children, 
which has been registered in the 
Ginnie's Book of Records. The 
performance gained much pop- 
ularity among the parents, and 
they showed their keen interest 
in getting their children trained 
in Kuchipudi, she explained. 


Opposition stumped, BRS will hit century: Harish 


PNS @ HYDERABAD 


State Finance and Health 
Minister Harish Rao has 
expressed confidence that with 
the grace of Husnabad 
Ellamma's godess, the BRS 
party will get a century in this 
assembly election. Minister 
Harish Rao participated and 
spoke in the BRS election meet- 
ing organized in Husnabad 
constituency. 

Harish Rao said that after 
announcing the manifesto, 
directly CM KCR came to 


Husnabad. “In the 2018 elec- 
tions, KCR started his election 
campaign from here. Then we 
got 88 seats came. Even today 
the election campaign has start- 
ed from here. Husnabad is 
KCR's love, faith, goal. Your soil 
has so much glory. This is the 
best thing for the people of 
Husnabad” 

Harish Rao said that you 
have already seen the BRS man- 
ifestos on your phones. “Seeing 
the manifesto, the hearts of all 
the people are excited and Very 
happy. But unfortunately the 


hearts of the opposition parties 
are trembling. Opposition is 
thinking that they are finished 
after seeing our manifesto. There 
is a belief in the hearts of the peo- 
ple of Telangana that if KCR 
gives his word, he will never take 
a back step. KCR said that he is 
going to Delhi in the state of 
Andhra Pradesh and will return 
with the state of Telangana. 
KCR made it possible”. 

Harish Rao reminded that 
whenever elections were held in 
Husnabad, there were many 
slogans like Godavari waters, 


revenue division, DSP office 
and municipality. “After Satish 
Babu became an MLA, he 
made those slogans come true 
with the blessings of KCR. 
Husnabad is lush with irriga- 
tion water. CM KCR has made 
fresh water well. Husnabad 
has been developed in every 
way. Captain Lakshmi Kantha 
Rao is a fan of KCR, Satish 
Babu is a man of the people ad 
an impeccable leader. Harish 
Rao said that he wants people 
to give a hat-trick to Satish 
Babu and KCR”. 
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Grand Mysuru royal Dasara 
festival kicks off 


Pista music director Hamsalekha on Sunday inaugurated the historic Mysuru Dasara 


IAF may hold air show in 
Arunachal: Air Marshal Dharkar 


T: Indian Air Force (IAF) may conduct an air show in Arunachal Pradesh, the first- 


LS panel to hear Malegaon 
blast accused's views 


he Lok Sabha’s Committee on Petitions is scheduled to hear the views of 
‘| ategaon blast case accused Lieutenant Colonel (retired) Prasad S Purohit on 

October 25 on a plea regarding initiating criminal cases against government 
servants without obtaining the prior sanction for prosecution. Purohit has been 
asked to appear before the committee chaired by Bharatiya Janata Party (BUP) 
member Harish Dwivedi on October 
25. "To hear the views of Lt Colonel 
Prasad S Purohit (retd) on the 
representation of Shri Sunil V 
Abhyankar regarding initiating criminal 
cases against government servants 
without obtaining prior sanction for 
prosecution as laid down under 
section 197 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, 1973, and other matters 
connected thereto," read an agenda 
note circulated by the committee 
among its members. 


ever such display of the force’s air power in the strategically crucial state bordering 

China, Air Marshal SP Dharkar said on Sunday. The AOC-in-C of the Eastern Air 
Command told reporters that it’s challenging to hold an air show in a hilly terrain like that 
of Arunachal Pradesh, but it is still an "interesting" idea for the force to have an air show 
there. Dharkar was responding to a 
query if the IAF will ever conduct an air 
show in Arunachal Pradesh to display its 
prowess to the common people. "It’s an 
interesting proposition, | am sure we will 
look at it," he added. Dharkar said, "May 
be you will cover the next air show that 
we will hold in some locations in 
Arunachal Pradesh in the near future." 
The Indian Air Force on Sunday 
organised an air display at Borjhar 
station involving various choppers and 
fighter aircraft like Sukhoi-30 and Rafale. 


festival, which is known for its regality. Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, his deputy 

D K Shivakumar and other cabinet colleagues, MP Pratap Simha, and MLAs were pre- 
sent during the inauguration. Speaking on the occasion, Siddaramaiah said the state govern- 
ment is organising the Dasara festival in keeping with tradition but in a simple way due to 
drought this year. "We have prayed to the 
Goddess Chamundeshwari (the prime deity 
of Mysuru city) that at least we will recieve 
good rains during the monsoon," he said. 
Explaining the importance of Mysuru Dasara, 
which is celebrated as ‘Nada Habba’ (State 
festival), Siddaramaiah said people across the 
world come to see this. Through this event, 
Karnataka conveys to its people the tradition, \iies, 
culture, language and the development 
achieved by the state, he underlined. The chief 
minister also stressed the importance of 
mutual respect and harmony. 
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‘Healthcare systems need to 
be continuously strengthened’ 


PNS m@ NEW DELHI 


Healthcare systems need to be 
continuously strengthened to 
ensure their resilience in the face 
of a pandemic, Union Health 
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya 
said on Sunday. 

He also stressed on harnessing 
the ability to provide affordabil- 
ity and accessibility of healthcare 
services in the innermost areas 
of the country. 

Mandaviya on Sunday laid the 
foundation stones and inaugurat- 
ed various health infrastructure 
projects under the Pradhan 
Mantri-Ayushman Bharat Health 
Infrastructure Mission (PM- 
ABHIM), the National Health 
Mission (NHM) and the XV 
Finance Commission Health 
Grants in Assam. 

He also delivered a keynote 
address on "Transformation of 
Healthcare in Amrit Kaal' while 
chairing the Amrit Kaal Vimarsh 
Viksit Bharat @2047 
Development Dialogue. 

Reiterating the vision of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
Mandaviya said that "a healthy 
society builds a healthy nation 
which lays the foundation for a 


prosperous country". 

"India is striving towards 
developing a substantial ecosys- 
tem that imbibes excellence and 
harnesses the potential of its 
manpower to build healthcare 
systems with fortitude to tackle 
any health emergency," he said. 

The Union minister said that 
such relentless pursuit led to the 
inception of PM-ABHIM. 

Mandaviya lauded the health- 
care development initiatives in 
Assam and said, "We need to 
make healthcare affordable and 


GOVERNMENT 
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accessible through holistic devel- 
opment of robust healthcare 
infrastructure while prioritising 
research and development and 
initiatives such as ‘Heal in India, 
Heal by India”. The Union min- 
ister said that healthcare infra- 
structure should consolidate inte- 
gration at the block, district and 
regional levels to monitor the sur- 
veillance of any new variant or 
disease entering the nation. 
Mandaviya said, "India has its 
own model of health that is con- 
gruent to its needs, strengths and 


Mandaviya visits Meghalaya’s 
aspirational Ri-Bhoi district 


PNS m NONGPOH 


Union Minister Mansukh 
Mandaviya on Sunday visited Ri- 
Bhoi, one of Meghalaya’s 
aspirational districts, where he 
interacted with ASHA workers 
and beneficiaries of health 
schemes. Mandaviya, the health 
and family welfare minister, held 
a review meeting here on the 
aspirational programme, an 
initiative that aims at quickly and 
effectively transforming most 
under-developed districts across 
the country. On the last day of 
his two-day Meghalaya tour, the 


abilities." He added that different 
from other nations, India has a 
four-tier healthcare system that 
functions from the grassroots 
level to the primary to the sec- 
ondary to the tertiary level. In this 
institutes such as 1,66,000 Health 
and Wellness Centres are spread 


union minister visited a health 
and wellness centre at Umsaw 
Nongkharai, where he interacted 
with accredited social health 
activists (ASHAs) and 
beneficiaries of the health smart 
card initiative, a collaborative 
effort between the state and 
central governments. He was 
accompanied by state health 
minister Ampareen Lyngdoh and 
senior district officials. A review 
meeting took place on the 
aspirational programme in the 
Ri-Bhoi deputy commissioner's 
office at Nongpoh, an official 
said. 


across rural and urban areas, the 
minister said. 

They have a host of healthcare 
services and also work to connect 
the under-served with secondary 
and tertiary level consultations at 
their respective locations, 
Mandaviya said. 


Thane court convicts man, two sisters 
for harassing wife, setting her ablaze 


PNS @ THANE 


A court in Maharashtra's Thane 
district convicted a man and his 
two sisters for the death of his 
wife, who was harassed and set 
ablaze. 

Additional district judge 
Pranaykumar Mohan Gupta 
found the three accused guilty 
of charges under section 304 (I) 
(punishment for culpable 
homicide not amounting to 
murder) of the Indian Penal 
Code. 

The copy of the order passed 
on October 5 was made avail- 
able on Sunday. 

The court sentenced 
Nasruddin Nuruddin Khan 
(27) and his elder sister Tahira 
(29) to seven years of rigorous 
imprisonment, while his 
younger sister Jerina Shahrukh 
Khan (25) was sentenced to five 


years of rigorous imprison- 
ment. 

A fine of Rs 2,000 each was 
imposed on the trio. 

Additional public prosecutor 
Varsha Chandane informed 
the court that the victim Amina 
Nasruddin Khan had married 
Nasruddin in 2017 and was 
harassed by him and her sisters- 
in-law. 

On the morning of April 29, 
2018, the accused quarrelled 
with the victim, abused, and 
assaulted her, she said. 

Tahira then poured kerosene 
on the victim and Jerina asked 
Nasruddin to set her ablaze. 
The victim sustained severe 
burn injuries and died while 
undergoing treatment at a hos- 
pital on May 3, the prosecutor 
said. Ten prosecution witness- 
es were examined during the 
trial, she said. 


‘US experts wanted India to 
share space tech with them’ 


PNS mi RAMESWARAM 


ISRO Chairman S Somanath 
on Sunday said experts 
involved in developing com- 
plex rocket missions in the US, 
after witnessing the develop- 
mental activities of 
Chandrayaan-3 spacecraft, 
suggested that India share 
space technology with them. 
Times have changed and 
India is capable of building the 
best of devices and rockets and 
that is why Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has opened the 
space sector to private players, 
he said at an event here. 
Somanath was addressing 
students at an event organised 
by Dr A P J Abdul Kalam's 
Foundation, commemorating 


the 92nd birth anniversary of 
the late former President today. 

"Our country is a very pow- 
erful nation. You understand 
that? Our knowledge and intel- 
ligence level in the country is 
one of the best in the world," 


the ISRO chief said, explaining, 
"In Chandrayaan-3, when we 
designed and developed the 
spacecraft, we invited experts 
from the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory, NASA-JPL, who 
does all the rockets and most 
difficult mission." 

He continued: "About 5-6 
people from NASA-JPL came 
(to ISRO headquarters) and we 
explained to them about 
Chandrayaan-3. That was 
before the soft landing took 
place (on August 23). We 
explained how we designed it 
and how our engineers made 
it..and how we are going to 
land on the Moon's surface, 
and they just said, 'no com- 
ments. everything is going to 
be good'." 


12 killed, 23 injured as mini-bus hits truck in Maha 


PNS i CHHATRAPATI 
SAMBHAJINAGAR 


Atleast 12 people were killed and 
23 others injured when a speed- 
ing mini-bus hit a container 
truck on Samruddhi Expressway 
in Maharashtra's Chhatrapati 
Sambhajinagar district in the 
early hours of Sunday, police said. 

As many as 35 passengers were 
travelling by the private bus. They 
were returning to Nashik after 


visiting the Sailani Baba dargah 
in Buldhana district, an official 
said. 

President Droupadi Murmu 
and Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi expressed grief over the 
loss of lives in the accident. 

The Prime Minister's Office 
(PMO) ina post on X said an ex- 
gratia of Rs 2 lakh from the 
Prime Minister's National Relief 
Fund (PMNRE) would be given 
to the next of kin of each 


deceased and the injured persons 
would be given Rs 50,000. 

The accident took place short- 
ly after midnight on Sunday in 
Vaijapur area of the expressway, 
located nearly 80 km from the 
district headquarters and 350 km 
from state capital Mumbai, as per 
officials. 

The bus driver lost control 
over the wheels. As a result, the 
bus hit the stationary container 
truck from the rear side near 


Jambargaon toll plaza, police 
officials said. Prima facie, the 
mini-bus was overloaded. It had 
the capacity to carry 17 people, 
but nearly 35 passengers were 
travelling on it, an official from 
Vaijapur police station told PTI. 

‘Twelve passengers were killed. 
The deceased include five men, 
six women and a minor girl, 
inspector Shyamsundar Kavthale 
from Vaijapur police station 
said. The official said 23 others 


received injuries and they were 
admitted to hospital. The bus dri- 
ver was among those hurt. He 
received a head injury, the offi- 
cial said. A control room of the 
Samruddhi Expressway received 
a call about the accident through 
the RTO at 12.07 am. An assis- 
tance team and ambulance 
reached the location in a few 
minutes, an official from the 
Samruddhi Expressway control 
room told PTI. 


‘No support for terrorism, 
terror activities in India’ 


PNS @ NEW DELHI 


Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla on 
Sunday said he has conveyed to 
his counterparts from G20 
nations that India does not sup- 
port terrorism or terror activities 
in any form. 

Birla was responding to ques- 
tions on the bilateral meetings he 
had with Speakers of G20 
nations during the Parliament 20 
Summit that concluded here on 
Saturday. 

"The position of the govern- 
ment is very clear in this regard. 
The prime minister has also said 
it in his statement. The govern- 
ment has made it clear that ter- 
rorism and terror activities have 
no place in India," the Lok 
Sabha speaker said while brief- 
ing reporters on the P20 Summit. 

He was responding to a ques- 
tion on whether any Speaker 


from the G20 countries had 
raised the issue of presence of 
people in India who were pur- 
suing separatist activities abroad. 
"It is a clear government pol- 
icy terrorism, be it of caste or reli- 
gion terrorism is terrorism, and 
no form of terror will find an 
support in India. This is the clear 
government policy," Birla said. 
On the P20 Summit, Birla said 


436 delegates including presid- 
ing officers of 27 nations and 49 
members of parliament partici- 
pated in the two-day summit 
held at Yashobhoomi here. He 
said this was the maximum 
attendance at any P20 Summit so 
far and a consensus on the joint 
statement was a key highlight of 
the deliberations. 

India had hosted the ninth 
edition of the P20 Summit. 

Birla said India also offered to 
set up an expert group on legisla- 
tive drafting, an area where the 
Indian Parliament has consider- 
able expertise and has organised 
training sessions for parliaments 
of several countries. 

He said the success of the G- 
20 Leaders’ Summit, chaired by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
also reflected on the deliberations 
at the P20 Summit, which also 
led to a joint statement. 


Shinde slams 
Uddhav for 
betraying 
Hindutva 


PNS @ THANE 


The people of Maharashtra 
are wise and will give a 
thumping majority to 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in the 2024 Lok 
Sabha polls, Chief Minister 
Eknath Shinde said on 
Sunday. 

Speaking to reporters 
after pulling the chariot of 
goddess Durga on the first 
day on Navratri, he said the 
opposition criticises Modi 
just to remain in the lime- 
light and be noticed. 

Taking a swipe at Shiv 
Sena (UBT) leader Uddhav 
Thackeray, he said those 
who speak of Hindutva, 
however, had no qualms in 
joining hands with parties 
like the Congress, which 
Shiv Sena Bal Thackeray 
wanted to "bury forever". 

The people will pull off 
the fake Hindutva masks of 
such persons in the upcom- 
ing elections, Shinde added. 

"No one can win elec- 
tions by remaining at home. 
One needs to do field work, 
be with citizens and solve 
their problems. Those who 
betrayed citizens and 
joined hands with the 
Congress have no right to 
claim they protect 
Hindutva," he said in a 
swipe at Thackeray. 


3.1 magnitude earthquake 
strikes Faridabad near Delhi 


PNS @ NEW DELHI 


An earthquake of magnitude 3.1 
struck Faridabad in Haryana at 
4.08 pm on Sunday, the National 
Centre for Seismology said. 

It said the epicentre for the 
quake was nine kilometres east 
of Faridabad and 30 kilometres 
southeast of Delhi. 

The quake triggered panic 
among people, with many in 
Delhi and the National Capital 
Region reporting vigorous shak- 
ing of furniture. 

Several social media users 
shared visuals of people rushing 
out of residential buildings. 

The tremors woke up some 
people in Noida from their 
afternoon slumber. 


"was sleeping. Suddenly, I felt 
as if someone had climbed on 
my bed. I woke up only to find 
that it was an earthquake. A 
lamp and the fan in the room 
were swinging," Ashwin Saxena, 
a resident of Prateek Wisteria in 
Noida, told PTI. 

Several people who were in 
crowded places also felt the 
tremors. Sangeeta Sharma, who 
has put up a stall at the ongoing 
Handicrafts Exhibition at the 
India Expo Mart in Greater 
Noida was among them. 

"I felt as if the floor of the 
exhibition area was shaking. I 
was told by those nearby that it 
could be because of activities on 
the upper deck or outside our 
hall. 


Not a word from 
‘Mohabbat ki Dukan’ 


Himanta’s dig at Cong after 
India’s WC win against Pakistan 


PNS lm GUWAHATI 


Assam Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma on Sunday took a 
veiled dig at Congress MP Rahul 
Gandhi for not congratulating 
India's for its victory against 
Pakistan in the ongoing cricket 
world cup. "Yesterday, Bharat 
defeated Pakistan in the World 
Cup cricket. Entire country 
erupted in joy and celebrated the 
win. But not a word from 
Mohabbat ki Dukan’," Sarma 
wrote on X. 

India had defeated Pakistan 
by seven wickets in a group 
match in the ICC Men's World 
Cup in Ahmedabad on Sunday, 
the first clash between the two 


arch rivals in this edition of the 
tournament. The 'Mohabbat ki 
Dukan' was an apparent refer- 
ence to Gandhi, who has been 
using the term in his speeches. 

Earlier, Sarma had taken a 
swipe at the Congress, stating 
that it should form coalition gov- 
ernments in Afghanistan and 
Pakistan, claiming that the 
opposition party's stand on the 
ongoing Israel-Hamas conflict 
was similar to that of these two 
neighbouring countries. 

"If you ask me, the Congress 
should form its next government 
in coalition with the Taliban in 
Afghanistan or with Imran 
Khan or Shahbaz Sharif in 
Pakistan", he had told reporters. 


‘Going to MP polls with clear 
under Nath’s aegis’ 


approach 


PNS li BHOPAL 


Congress spokesperson 
Charan Singh Sapra on Sunday 
said his party is contesting the 
upcoming Madhya Pradesh 
assembly polls with a "clear 
approach" by reposing faith in 
the leadership of state unit 
president Kamal Nath. 

He also targeted the ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), 
claiming it has sidelined its 
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan and does not want to 
bet on him. 

The opposition Congress 


on Sunday released its first list 
of its 144 candidates for polls 
to the 230-member Madhya 
Pradesh assembly scheduled 
on November 17. 

It has given tickets to 69 sit- 
ting legislators, including state 
party unit president and for- 


mer chief minister Kamal 
Nath. "We declared the name 
of our spearhead and supreme 
commander Kamal Nath in the 
first list of 144 candidates. We 
are absolutely clear in our 
approach," Sapra_ told 
reporters. 

The BJP picked up its Chief 
Minister Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan, who has served at 
the top post for 18 years, as a 
candidate in its fourth list, 
proving his party leadership 
"does not have faith in his face 
any more," the Congress leader 
claimed. 


PNS KOLKATA 


A life-long rebel, Bangladeshi 
poet Taslima Nasrin, believes 
that those of her compatriots 
who are bothered about atroc- 
ities against Palestinians should 
also be equally bothered about 
the plight of minorities in their 
own country. 

At 62, the spark within 
Nasrin, which saw her defying 
convention and writing to 
expose hypocrisy and "misog- 
ynistic" religious practices in 
her society, has not died down 
and she strongly believes she 
has a duty to continue the 


TASLIMA NASRIN ON HER COMPATRIOTS 
People should focus on wrongs nearer home 


"good fight" against injustice 
wherever and whenever she 
finds it. 

Ina free-wheeling interview 
to PTI, Nasrin said on Sunday, 
"I hear that my fellow 
Bangladeshi citizens are very 
agitated about atrocities on 


Palestinians and some even 
wish to go Palestine to help 
them. I personally condemn 
any atrocity anywhere in the 
world including on Israelis 
and Palestinians. 

"However, I would like to 
point out that if my country- 
men are so concerned about 
atrocities and the stream of 
refugees created by attacks in 
Palestine, then their conscience 
should also be disturbed when 
minorities in Bangladesh are 
attacked even today and many 
are forced to leave their lands 
to become refugees elsewhere." 

Last month, an octogenari- 


an poet from the Hindu com- 
munity was beaten up in a long 
list of similar attacks in 
Bangladesh. In August 2023, a 
human rights watch report by 
an organisation Shrishti o 
Chetona’ highlighted that 
"attacks on temples and other 
community properties" or gen- 
eral anti-minority slurs, threats 
of "expulsion from the country 
and abuse" were among inci- 
dents which were reported. 
"Despite the impressive eco- 
nomic development which my 
motherland has _ seen, 
Bangladesh is still witnessing a 
rise in fundamentalism. 


Gender imbalance continues to 
be a factor. Rank communalists 
are being given public and 
political space," said the 
acclaimed poet, who has in the 
past won the Simone de 
Beauvoir Prize and the 
Sakharov Prize. 

Nasrin's writings won criti- 
cal acclaim and global attention 
in the early 1990s. However, 
her radical writings exposing 
hypocrisy as well as fundamen- 
talism, also infuriated the 
orthodox clergy in her home- 
land, some of whom passed fat- 
was' against her, forcing her to 
flee to Europe and the US. 
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Bombing positivity 
‘The ongoing war in West Asia threatens 
Israel-Saudi peace deal and delays IMEEC 


the ongoing war, casting a long shadow over the prospects of a historic 


Wee Asia's delicate geopolitical balance has once again been disturbed by 


Israel-Saudi Arabia peace deal and causing an indeterminate delay in the 
ambitious India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEEC) project. The recent 
unprovoked Hamas attacks and the swift Israeli retaliation threaten to upend long- 
anticipated diplomatic breakthroughs and economic connectivity. For some time, 
whispers of a secret thaw in relations between Israel and Saudi Arabia were cir- 
culating. The prospects of a formal peace accord between the regional power- 
houses had garnered international attention and hope for a more stable Middle 
East. Both nations have shared interests in countering Iran's influence in the region, 
and a peace deal could have had far-reaching consequences for regional politics, 
security and economy. But the new situation pushes it back by almost a decade, 


background. 


obliterating the good work done by diplomats on 
both sides. The war has shifted priorities as both 
Israel and Saudi Arabia have had to redirect their 
focus toward addressing the pressing security chal- 
lenges. Diplomatic efforts, which had been cau- 
tiously progressing, have been relegated to the 


Similarly, yet another fallout of the war in West Asia 
will be on the India-Middle East-Europe Economic 
Corridor (IMEEC), a project that is crucial for India's 
economy and security. The Corridor is an ambi- 
tious infrastructure project aimed at enhancing eco- 
nomic connectivity among India, West Asia and 


Europe as an answer to China's ‘Belt and Road Initiative’. The IMEEC could counter 
BRI's imperial designs effectively by providing an alternative route to the land- 
locked countries of Central Asia. It envisions the development of transportation 
networks, trade routes and energy pipelines to facilitate the movement of goods, 
energy resources and people across the region. But since it passes through West 
Asia, it has to now be delayed for safety reasons. The war's impact on IMEEC is 
two-fold. First, it has created logistical challenges in the region, making it diffi- 
Cult to continue infrastructure development. The war has disrupted traditional trade 
routes and the instability has hindered investment and planning for large-scale 
infrastructure projects, including those critical to IMEEC's success. Two, the war 
has introduced uncertainty into regional politics. With a potential shift in alliances 
and priorities among West Asian nations, India's calculations and investments need 
to be reworked. Amid these challenges, it is essential for all stakeholders to pur- 
sue a path toward de-escalation and resolution of the ongoing war which is affect- 
ing global economy, safety and security. But the maximum price would be extract- 


ed from the developing countries, who can ill afford it. 


est Asia erupts 
in flames again 


Israel’s all-out attack on Gaza, ostensibly to avenge Hamas’ attacks, not only 
exacerbates the already volatile situation but will also have enormous human cost 


he world stands as a 
witness to the horren- 
dous enfolding assault 
on Gaza, by Israel, the 
fifth strongest army in 
the world, unleashing all its might 
against the Palestinians with what 
turned out to be a collective 
punishment to the inhabitant 
Palestinians of the Gaza Strip, 
because of the surprise attack con- 
ducted by the militant group on 
Israel's military posts and settle- 
ments surrounding the besieged 
Gaza Strip since 2006.That attack 
took the intelligence apparatus of 
Israel by surprise and left scores 
of Israeli soldiers and settlers 
dead, injured, prisoners, and 
humiliated. This spread a wave of 
anger among the people of Israel 
in particular, and the western 
world in general, with most of the 
western Capitals condemning 
what had been done and giving 
the green signal to Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu to deliver 
an all-out assault on the 
Palestinians, aiming to end resis- 
tance in Gaza once and for all and 
erasing any Palestinian resistance 
to the establishment of a Jewish 
State in the heart of Palestine. 
The Arab world extends from 
Morocco to Qatar. Due to its 
strategic location and rich natur- 
al resources, more than a centu- 
ry ago, the Arab world was con- 
quered by western powers. The 
West decided that the Arabs 
should never unite this region. 
Instead, it was decided to create 
a Jewish State in the heart of 
Palestine to ensure that Israel 
would always be superior: mili- 
tarily, politically, and economical- 
ly. 


The establishment of Israel 
was carried out in accordance 
with United Nations Resolution 
No 181 in 1947, which divided 
Palestine into three countries: "A 
Jewish State, an Arab State, an 
international governing region 
that includes Jerusalem and 
Bethlehem.’ The latest conflict 
will change the paradigm of the 
war between Israel and the Arab 
world. It may be seen as a war 
between Israel and the Hamas, 
but the end objectives are beyond 
what the headlines may teach us. 
It was 30 years ago that Israel 
signed the Oslo Agreement with 
the Palestinian Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), in which it 


was agreed to an interim peri- 
od of five years for the forma- 
tion of a Palestinian State. 
This never happened due to 
the denial of Palestine being a 
legitimate State by successive 
Israeli Governments under 
the pretext that the Palestinians 
did not want peace with Israel; 
thus they isolated the 
Palestinian authorities and 
created the organisation as an 
alternative to PLO, which led 
to infighting. They later took 
control of the Gaza Strip and 
the former West Bank.Over 
the years, the Hamas grew in 
strength and became a leading 
militant force fighting for the 
cause of Palestinians and call- 
ing for the liberation of the 
whole of Palestine, denying 
any existence of Israel. 
Israel's policy of divide 
and conquer led to continued 
confiscation of the lands of the 
Palestinian people. More than 
1 million Palestinians went to 
jails after frequent raids, sup- 
pression and denial of equal 
rights as per the 1948 Israel- 
Arab accord. Repeated attacks 
on Gaza were carried out by 
Israeli occupation forces. The 
Hamas was preparing for 
revenge against Israel and that 
is what led to the October 7 
attack. Israel won not only mil- 
itary wars against the Arabs 
and the Palestinians but also 
the global media war and 
deceived global public opinion 
for the last 75 years about its 


MAIN OBJECTIVES 
OF THE ISRAELI 
ATTACK ON GAZA: 
e@ 10 END THE 
RESISTANCE 
FORCES 

@ 10 ERADICATE 
THE IDEA OF A 2- 
STATE SOLUTION. 
@ ETHNIC 
CLEANSING OF 
PALESTINIANS 

@ TAKING FULL 
CONTROL OF THE 
WEST BANK AND 


AL-AQSA MOSQUE. 


@ CONFISCATING 
PROPERTIES 


own policy against the 
Palestinians. The attack’s fall- 
out on the ground will be dev- 
astating for the Palestinians in 
Gaza and the Palestinians liv- 
ing under occupation in West 
Bank and East Jerusalem. They 
will be subjected to more 
atrocities, attacks and revenge 
by the Israeli occupation forces 
and settlers. For Israel, there 
will be no question of the 
State's solution even in the 
remaining 7% area under 
Palestinian control. Cutting 
water, power and food supplies 
to more than 2.3 million peo- 
ple living in the largest open 
prison in the world would be 
a crime against humanity. 
Egypt, on its part, sealed its 
border with the Gaza Strip, 
and it will not open a human- 
itarian corridor for the move- 
ment of Palestinians into Egypt 
to prevent a second catastro- 
phe (‘Nakba') against the 
Palestinians after 1948's first 
"Nakba.’ And if the ultra- 
nationalist parties go ahead 
with their plan of destroying 
the Al-Aqsa mosque to build 
Solomon temple at the same 
spot, it will lead to an all-out 
war against Israel. Israel 
declared this war on Gaza to 
dehumanise the Palestinians. 
It is a one-sided war as there 
are no army, navy or air forces 
in Gaza. The Defence Minister 
of Israel called them “human 
animals’, a term used by the 
Nazis against Jews, slaves and 


WAIEL AWWAD 


peoples of colour. The western 
world is encouraging 
Netanyahu to flatten the Gaza 
Strip along with its people. The 
number of deaths and injuries 
in Gaza is staggering and the 
number grows exponentially 
every day, mostly children 
and women with no hospital 
or medical aid available. They 
are simply seen as collateral 
damage because of the unabat- 
ed bombardments. According 
to the International Criminal 
Court (ICC), Israel has com- 
mitted a crime against human- 
ity. This savage attack and 
revenge may end, but will the 
Israelis accept a Palestinian 
State? 

These brutal attacks will 
never bring peace to the 
region, nor save Israel from 
future revolts by the 
Palestinians who oppose the 
occupation and apartheid pol- 
icy. The only way forward is to 
stop sending warships to the 
region and let the world com- 
munity implement UN 
Security Council resolutions to 
achieve comprehensive peace 
in West Asia and end the per- 
petual bloodshed; otherwise, 
the region will have more 
fronts and an all-out war 
between Israel and the Arab 
world. 

(The writer is a South 
Asia-based senior foreign 
journalist and an expert on 

West Asia; views expressed 

are personal) 
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The worsening financial 
crisis in the UK post-Brexit 


While the debate leading up to the 2016 referendum for Brexit was rife with 
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promises of prosperity and ep PoeanS the reality, has been far from rosy 


he decision by the 
United Kingdom 
to leave the 
European Union, 
commonly known 
as Brexit, was a historic 
moment that promised to 
bring significant changes to 
the nation's economic land- 
scape. But the reality has 
been quite different. The lat- 
est figures speak for them- 
selves. Monthly real gross 
domestic product (GDP) is 
estimated to have grown by 
0.2% in August 2023, follow- 
ing a fall of 0.6% in July 2023. 
Looking at the broader pic- 
ture, GDP increased by 0.3% 
in the three months to August 
2023, with growth in all sec- 
tors. Services output grew by 
0.4% in August 2023, after a 
fall of 0.6% in July 2023, and 
was the main contributor to 
the growth in GDP in July. 
Output in consumer facing 
services fell by 0.6% in August 
2023 following a fall of 0.2% 
in July. Production output fell 
by 0.7% in August 2023, fol- 
lowing a fall of 1.1% in July 
2023. The construction sector 
declined by 0.5% in August 
2023, following a 0.4% 
decrease in July 2023. 
Brexit has undeniably con- 
tributed to a worsening finan- 


cial situation in Great Britain, 
causing economic disruption, 
increased costs, and uncer- 
tainty for businesses and con- 
sumers alike. One of the most 
immediate consequences of 
Brexit was economic disrup- 
tion. The UK was no longer 
part of the EU's single mar- 
ket and customs union, which 
meant new trade barriers and 
customs checks were intro- 
duced. This change led to 
increased paperwork, delays 
at ports, and disruptions in 
the supply chain. The sudden 
implementation of customs 
checks and additional regula- 
tions had a profound impact 
on British businesses, espe- 
cially those that relied heav- 
ily on seamless trade with the 
EU. 

Many companies found 
themselves grappling with 
new red tape, extra costs, and 
the need to adapt to a new 
regulatory environment. This 
disruption has been particu- 
larly challenging for industries 
such as manufacturing, agri- 


culture, and fishing, which 
had deep ties to the EU mar- 
ket. Another significant issue 
stemming from Brexit is the 
rising costs. A weaker British 
pound, influenced by uncer- 
tainty and the financial con- 
sequences of Brexit, made 
imports more expensive. This, 
in turn, has led to inflation- 
ary pressures on consumer 
goods 

For example, the price of 
many food items, especially 
fresh produce and meat, has 
seen an increase due to new 
customs checks and tariffs. 
Likewise, some businesses 
have had to deal with escalat- 
ing costs related to customs 
duties and increased shipping 
charges. The financial burden 
of these rising costs has been 
felt by both consumers and 
businesses, putting pressure 
on household budgets and 
eroding profit margins for 
companies. Brexit brought 
about an era of uncertainty 
that still lingers today. 
Businesses were left ques- 
tioning the future trading 
relationship between the UK 
and the EU, which led to hes- 
itancy in investment deci- 
sions. The financial sector, 
which was once a dominant 
contributor to the UK's econ- 


omy, was also hit hard. Major 
banks and financial institu- 
tions began relocating some 
of their operations to EU 
member states to maintain 
access to the single market, 
leading to a loss of jobs and 
economic activity in the UK. 
Another concern that has 
emerged post-Brexit is the 
loss of talent. The free move- 
ment of labour between the 
UK and the EU has come to 
an end. 

As a result, many industries, 
including healthcare, educa- 
tion, and technology, are 
grappling with labor short- 
ages. The country's previ- 
ously vibrant arts and culture 
sector is also facing chal- 
lenges in attracting interna- 
tional talent due to visa 
restrictions and immigration 
changes. While Brexit sup- 
porters argued that leaving 
the EU would provide the UK 
with more economic inde- 
pendence and control, the 
reality has been a different 
story. The challenges remain, 
and it is essential for policy- 
makers to find innovative 
solutions to mitigate the 

adverse effects of Brexit 
(The writer is a veteran 
journalist based in London; 
views are personal) 
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STEP OUT OF COMFORT ZONE 
Sir—The Challenges are an inherent 
part of our journey, and if we wish to 
accomplish something colossal, we must 
step out of our comfort zone and confront 
these impediments. They arise when we 
start thinking big and act on a grand scale 
to achieve magnificent things. Hardships 
motivate us and also illuminate the path 
to the greatest heights in our lives. As the 
saying goes, "Hard work is the key to 
success." 
If you remain confined to your compla- 
cency, you will miss significant opportu- 
nities in your life. Fill your mind with 
grand dreams, leaving no space for petty 
pursuits. Not everyone will support you 
on your path to greatness, but once you 
are determined and take substantial 
steps toward your goals, no one will be 
able to stop you. Distance yourself from 
those who attempt to belittle your ambi- 
tions. Small-minded individuals often 
engage in this, but truly great people will 
inspire you to believe that you, too, can 
achieve greatness. The greater the obsta- 
cle you accept in your life, the more glory 
you find in overcoming it. 

Apurva Garg| Ujjain 


UNHOLY WAR IN WEST ASIA 

Sir—This The Israeli military's order for 
one million Palestinian people to relocate 
from North Gaza to South Gaza within 
twenty hours is a heartbreaking display 
of inhumanity. For half of the population 
in such a small area to be forced to move 
helter-skelter like desperate immigrants 
is a stain on our shared idea of civility. 
While the attack by Hamas on Israel is 
deplorable, Israel's retaliatory actions in 
Gaza are equally distressing. 

One act of terrorism cannot justify caus- 
ing suffering to thousands of innocent 
civilians. The tragic truth is that this is 
not a clash between titans but a conflict 
between victims, if not slaves, to histor- 
ical circumstances and the maneuvers of 
world powers. Both sides live in constant 
insecurity about their survival, but 
Palestine deserves sympathy for its long- 


The UN musi intervene in West Asia 


has largely remained unnoticed as the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict rages on. It 
should have already taken steps to broker 


Tr United Nations is an organisation that 


ing for lost sovereignty. India has 
responded to the issue maturely, con- 
demning the Hamas attack while also 
expressing support for the Palestinian 
cause and standing against terrorism. 
World leaders must recognize that injus- 
tice in one place threatens the cause of 
justice everywhere. Israel and Palestine 
must find a lasting solution to their 
shared woes, with a win-win mentality as 
the ultimate goal. 

Dr DVG Sankara Rao| Vizianagaram 


SHRADANANDA MURTHY IS NO MORE 

Sir—The The passing of veteran journal- 
ist K. S. Shridananda Murthy, affection- 
ately known as Sachi among friends and 
in the media, is a profoundly saddening 
loss for Indian journalism. He was an 
outstanding journalist, a highly respect- 
ed figure in mainstream Indian journal- 
ism, and an encyclopedia of state and 
national political developments. He 
played a pivotal role in shaping the 


peace in the area. Its formation was primar- 
ily intended to prevent wars, protect human 
rights, and promote stability and peace in the 
world. Unfortunately, it has fallen short of 
achieving these objectives and instead has 
become a battleground for capitalist and com- 
munist powers, led by the US and the USSR. 
Dag Hammarskjold’s iconic words, spoken 
over sixty-five years ago, still resonate today: 
"The UN wasn’t created to take mankind to par- 
adise, but rather to save humanity from hell." 
Regrettably, these words have done little to end 
conflicts like the Russia-Ukraine war and the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The world cannot 
afford a war that has the potential to escalate 
into a mini-world war. 
The UN should not serve as a tool for the pow- 
erful but rather as a beacon of hope for peace 
and justice. Its mission should extend beyond 
humanitarian aid through agencies like UNICEF 
and the Red Cross. 

KV. Chandra Mouli | Mysuru 


careers of numerous reporters. Murthy 
seldom made political predictions, but 
when he did, he consistently proved 
accurate. He distinguished himself in the 
realm of media and politics, always 
upholding the highest professional stan- 
dards. He was one of the most prominent 
Kannadiga journalists in mainstream 
national media, based in New Delhi. K. 
S. Shridananda Murthy devoted nearly 
four decades to the Malayala Manorama 
group, working for their weekly maga- 
zine, The Week. With his passing, an era 
in Indian political journalism comes to 
an end. The nation is undeniably poor- 
er without legends like Murthy, who will 
be remembered as a towering figure in 
the realm of Indian journalism. With his 
passing, a chapter of Indian journalism's 
glory has concluded. 

Ramesh G jethwani| Bengaluru 
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UPFS ARE NOT WHAT 
MARKETERS SAY 


Most ultra processed foods (UPFs) have 
have salt, sugar and additives 


SAKSHI SETHI 


Dieticians claim that 100% of what | ate yesterday was processed. 

What do you think foods such as oatmeal; almond milk; frozen 
berries; popcorn; foxnuts; pasta with canned tomato sauce; and dark choco- 
lates seem to be? Well, they all seem to be nutrient-dense and healthy 
foods, but did you know that they are all processed? Unfortunately, the 
word ‘processed’ is extremely demonised and often found at the top of 
the list of foods to avoid but what is often not mentioned is that most of 
the foods that individuals eat are processed to some extent. It includes 
canned; frozen; packaged; chopped and roasted. Foods can vary any- 
where from minimally processed to ultra-processed and what matters is 
that the individual gets to know its repercussions before and after its usage. 
In a recent study conducted, researchers have found that almost 57% of 
the average UK diet is made up of UPF and among children and poorer 
people, it can be as high as 80%. UPFs have gone through multiple stages 
of processing and contain many added ingredients that one would not 
find or be able to recreate in their kitchen. This family of foods includes 
artificial colours, flavours, and preservatives that promote shelf stability, 
reserve texture and increase palatability. UPFs have even become signif- 
icant contributors to environmental, socioeconomic and nutritional issues 
in many countries across the world. These foods are becoming increas- 
ingly popular in developing countries within Latin America and South Asia 
where high quantities of food can be bought for a low cost. 
Not all but some of these products even tend to be low in fibre and nutri- 
ents. Sugar-sweetened beverages such as soda, fruit drinks, pre-sweet- 
ened tea and coffee mix, energy drinks, frozen meals and desserts, instant 
and canned soups, granola, and protein bars have the presence of arti- 
ficial fragrances and chemicals; artificial colourings, vegetable oils; arti- 
ficial sweeteners; and many more that are highly responsible for hurting 
one’s gut. UPFs are marketed as cheap and ready to eat. Also, their deli- 
Cious tastes are recognized as a contributor to diseases such as obesi- 
ty, heart disease and type 2 diabetes. 


We is itthat 1 out of 10 is addicted to ultra-processed foods (UPFs)? 


In some cases, it has even led to an increase in mental problems such 
as anxiety, depression, and Alzheimer’s. In another research, it has also 
been found that consuming ultra-processed foods can cause age-relat- 
ed cognitive decline, increased risk of cancer, increased risk of develop- 
ing dementia, and even a shortened life span. 
There is no denying the fact that nowadays life has become hectic for 
everyone and sometimes one needs to rely only on these so-called 
processed foods. Also, it is not possible to avoid ultra-processed foods, 
especially when they are cheaper, more convenient, and often tasty. So, 
one should try to limit these occasional treats rather than making them 
their regular ones in their diet. Remember bad oils; refined flour or sugar 
and toxic ingredients are the three foods that will destroy an individual’s 
metabolism whereas foods such as squash; cabbage; spinach; wild salmon; 
beans; peas; raw nuts; berries; citrus fruits; tropical fruits and many more 
can be as generous as hormone building foods. 
These products are often marketed as a healthy option but have a high 
content of hidden salt, sugar, and additives. Replacing these foods with 
a better nutrient composition such as the inclusion of whole meal bread, 
vegetable-based sauces, eating plenty of and variety of plant foods (such 
as fruits, and legumes); replacing saturated with unsaturated fats; con- 
trolling portion sizes and eating mindfully and when choosing processed 
foods, making a point to check labels to help identify those that are high 
in salt, sugar and fats along with the inclusion of some exercises are a 
few helpful tips that can be kept in mind to keep a healthy mind, body 
and soul. 

(The writer is an educator; views expressed are personal) 
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Migration transforms 


lives and communities 


Aas 


BISWAJEET BANERJEE 


While it is true that migration can bring challenges and hardships, it also offers 
opportunities for growth, prosperity, and cultural enrichment 


igration, a term often asso- : 
ciated with images of death, : 
poverty, and struggle, has : 
long been entwined with : 
narratives of despair and : 
hardship. Newspapers and magazines fre- 
quently feature stories that highlight skewed : 
employment opportunities and mass migra- : 
tions driven by conflicts, climate change, : 
and economic challenges. Indelible images : 
of vulnerable families, including small : 
children living by the roadside or in ram- : 
shackle tents, have become emblematic of : 
this narrative. However, it is essential to rec- 
ognize that these images represent real : 
human lives, and their experiences must : 
never be dismissed. Equally important is 
acknowledging that this is not the entire 
story. The reality of migration and its root 
causes are far more intricate and diverse. 
Former UN High Commissioner for : 
Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet, has : 
consistently emphasized that migration pos- : 
sesses the potential to create bridges : 
between peoples and cultures, enriching : 
lives in both old and new homes. : 
Nevertheless, harmful narratives surround- : 
ing migrants and migration have been on : 
the rise in recent times, infiltrating politi- 
cal speeches, media outlets, and social 
media platforms. 
Migration, as a concept, often evokes pow- : 
erful emotions, often entangled with sus- : 
picion of differences and hostility toward : 
those perceived as outside of our closely- 
knit "we" group. In an era dominated by fake : 
news and deliberate misinformation, migra- : 
tion is particularly susceptible to distortion, 
with political agendas exploiting the issue : 
on a global scale. : 
However, it is crucial to recognize that we : 
can aspire to do better. Migration is not : 
inherently a negative phenomenon. : 
Throughout history, it has fostered global 
trade, shaped nations, fueled human : 
endeavours, and enabled the exchange of : 
skills and cultures across the globe. As world : 
leaders recognized in the inaugural United : 
Nations Global Compact on Migration in : 
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: he has brought over 300 people 
: from his village to work in Chennai, 
: some for education. "At present, 
: over 100 people from Uttar Pradesh 
: are working in my factory," he 
: proudly stated. He successfully cre- 
: ated a Hindi-speaking community 


(Writer is political 

editor, The Pioneer, 

Lucknow, views are 
personal) 


December 2018, migration is a source of : 
prosperity, innovation, and sustainable : 
development in our interconnected world. : 
Even on a smaller, more personal scale, : 


. a 


: countless stories demonstrate how 
: migration has generated employ- 
: ment opportunities and created 
: thriving communities in unexpect- 
: ed places. Take the inspiring case of 
: Ashok Rai, who migrated from the 
: impoverished state of Uttar Pradesh 
> to Chennai (Madras then) due to 
: diminishing business prospects in 
: Kanpur. 

: "After my father's death, the respon- 
: sibility of supporting my family fell 
: on my shoulders when I was just a 
: teenager,” Rai recounted. "I began 
: supplying cotton scraps to paper 
: mills, but my business suffered 


with the introduction of polyester, 
which could not be used for paper 
production. So, I decided to migrate 
to Chennai, where the quality of cot- 
ton scraps were cotton based and 


Rai vividly remembers the initial 
struggles. It was the late 1970s and 
early 1980s, and he could hardly 
speak English or understand Tamil 
language. That was the time when 
anti-Hindi agitation was at its peak 
in Tamil Nadu and Hindi was the 
only language which he could 
speak. Money was scarce, and he 
and his children lived in humble 
shanties. The challenges seemed 
insurmountable, and he often con- 
templated returning home. 
However, he persevered. 

Eventually, Ashok Rai established 
the Ashok Rai Paper and Pulp 
Industries. He not only employed 
people from his village but also 
encouraged them to leave behind 
deprivation. Rai acknowledges that 


: in Chennai that contributed to the 
: development of the Hindi language 
: in that region. 

: Ashok Rai's story is not unique; 


there are thousands of similar suc- 
cess stories resulting from migration 
that have transformed the lives of 
not just individuals but entire com- 
munities. Amidst the distorted nar- 
ratives surrounding migration, it is 
essential to recognize that human- 
ity has always been on the move. 
Migrations are the threads woven 
into the fabric of our shared exis- 
tence, strengthening continents, 
countries, and communities for 
millennia. Movement within and 
across continents has been one of 
the primary drivers of human his- 
tory. It has led to cultural exchange, 
economic prosperity, and the shar- 
ing of knowledge and skills. 
Migration has shaped the world as 
we know it today, contributing to 
the diversity and richness of human 
societies. 

In recent years, the world has wit- 
nessed a wave of anti-migrant sen- 
timents and policies in various 
regions. These attitudes stem from 
misconceptions and unfounded 
fears about the impact of migration 
on local economies, cultures, and 
security. However, research and 
experience demonstrate that well- 
managed migration can bring about 
numerous benefits, both for host 
countries and for the migrants 
themselves. One of the key advan- 
tages of migration is its role in fill- 
ing labour gaps and contributing to 
economic growth. Migrants often 
take on jobs that local populations 
are unwilling or unable to perform, 
helping to sustain essential indus- 
tries and services. In many cases, 
they become entrepreneurs, like 
Ashok Rai, establishing businesses 
that create employment opportuni- 
ties for both migrants and locals. 
Moreover, migration can lead to cul- 
tural enrichment and diversity, fos- 
tering creativity and innovation. 
When people from different back- 
grounds and experiences come 
together, they bring unique perspec- 
tives and ideas, leading to cultural 


exchanges that benefit society as a 
whole. This diversity can enhance 
the cultural fabric of host countries 
and create a more inclusive and 
vibrant society. 

Additionally, migration has a pos- 
itive impact on remittances, as 
migrants often send money back to 
their home states or home countries. 
These remittances can significant- 
ly contribute to the development of 
the migrants’ countries of origin, 
improving living standards and 
supporting local economies. 

It is essential to dispel the myths sur- 
rounding migration and emphasize 
its positive contributions. 
Governments, civil society organi- 
zations, and the media play a cru- 
cial role in shaping public percep- 
tions and policies related to migra- 
tion. By promoting accurate infor- 
mation and highlighting success sto- 
ries like Ashok Rai’s, we can chal- 
lenge harmful narratives and foster 
a more informed and empathetic 
understanding of migration. 
Furthermore, comprehensive immi- 
gration policies that prioritize 
human rights, dignity, and integra- 
tion can lead to more successful out- 
comes for both migrants and host 
communities. Such policies should 
provide pathways for legal migra- 
tion, protect the rights of migrants, 
and facilitate their social and eco- 
nomic integration. 

In conclusion, migration is a mul- 
tifaceted phenomenon with the 
power to transform lives and com- 
munities. While it is true that 
migration can bring challenges and 
hardships, it also offers opportuni- 
ties for growth, prosperity, and 
cultural enrichment. To harness the 
full potential of migration, we must 
recognise its positive contributions, 
challenge harmful narratives, and 
implement policies that prioritise 
the well-being of migrants and 
host communities. By doing so, we 
can build a more inclusive and pros- 
perous world. 


Providing non-financial services to rural communities 


SHG federations can be instrumental in providing banking to the ‘unbanked’ communities in rural areas 


moted by the 

Government and non- 
government organisations, 
have long been recognisancial 
and livelihood services to their 
members. In recent times, 
however, they have also been 
able to provide critical social 
services about health, educa- 
tion, and sanitation while also 
undertaking strong advocacy 
initiatives to demand better 
development facilities like 
roads, electricity, infrastruc- 
ture, clean water supply etc. in 
their communities. 
Additionally, women-led fed- 
erations are drivers of change 
for addressing gender and 
women’s empowerment issues. 
However, while their role in 
promoting empowerment and 
livelihoods promotion is well 
known, not much has been 


S= federations, as pro- 


MADHU SHARAN 


(The writer is the 
President, of Hand in 
Hand India and a liveli- 
hoods and gender special- 
ist; views are personal) 


highlighted about the SHG 
federation's work in providing 
non-financial and develop- 
ment services in their commu- 
nities. 

In the discourse on SHG fed- 
erations expanding women’s 
power in terms of the four dis- 
aggregated domains of ‘power 
over, power to, ‘power with- 
in, and ‘power with, it is the last 
domain (i.e. power with) ema- 
nating from group solidarity 
and collaborations that is most 
effective in successful collective 
actions for achieving develop- 
ment goals. 

In this regard, it is important 
to mention that the concerted 
efforts of NGOs, towards 
promoting a range of both 
financial and non-financial 
services through their large 
network of SHG federations 
termed as cluster level (CLNs) 


and block level networks 
(BLNs) across the country, 
has been impactful. As of June 
2023, the organization is work- 
ing with a large network of 3.4 
lakh SHGs comprising 3.5 
million women who are feder- 
ated in 1,708 CLNs (each rep- 
resenting a minimum of 10 
SHGs i.e. 100 members) and 
58 BLNs (each representing 10 
CLNs ie. 1,000 members). It is 
these strong and immersive 
federations that are agents of 
change for their SHG women 
and communities. 

In Madhya Pradesh and 
Rajasthan, the SHG cluster 
networks have used theircol- 
lective strengths to successful- 
ly address issues of water log- 
ging, improper drainage sys- 
tems, lack of concrete roads, 
clean drinking water, con- 
struction of toilets, lack of 


infrastructure in Government 
schools and PHCs, by getting 
the district administration to 
take cognizance of these issues 
and deliver results. The 100 
‘mothers collectives; compris- 
ing 1,000 women of children 
involved in mica mining and 
other forms of labour were 
trained on the importance of 
education, nutrition, and 
financial literacy and were 
supported with skill training, 
bank linkages and market tie- 
ups to develop sustainable 
livelihoods. These collectives 
became catalysts of social 
change in their communities 
by networking with village 
local bodies, child rights pro- 
tection committees, school 
management committees and 
Government agencies to 
improve school enrolment and 
continued education in their 


communities. These exam- 
ples demonstrate that far from 
being restrictive, the SHG 
model is a flexible and compre- 
hensive tool to steer holistic 
development services as 
opposed to only providing 
financial and livelihood ser- 
vices to SHG women. 

To begin with, the SHG fed- 
erations can work with the 
existing panchayat-level com- 
mittees to contribute to the 
development process of the 
village to upgrade education, 
health, sanitation and infra- 
structure facilities. Taking 
advantage of their huge num- 
bers and deep penetration in 
remote areas, the federations 
can work as agents of change 
to bridge the demand-supply 
gap in service delivery by cre- 
ating demand and improving 
the supply of development 


services and infrastructure 
facilities in their communi- 
ties. On the demand side, the 
federation leaders can gener- 
ate awareness of rights and 
entitlements of services 
among SHG women and 
communities while parallel- 
ly working with supply-side 
institutions like schools, 
Government hospitals and 
Banks to improve service 
delivery. 

Here too, the women leaders 
can work as ‘agents’ of supply- 
side institutions and generate 
awareness among their large 
masses on the Government's 
schemes and facilitate access 
to services to the last mile. 
The only thing to keep in 
mind is that in doing so, the 
SHG federations should work 
as ‘partners’ rather than as 
‘nitpickers-: 


Finally, the federations should 
regularly engage with the block 
and district level administra- 
tions to fill the information 
gaps regarding needs in the vil- 
lages as well as progress made. 
They can thus be seen as 
‘well-wishers’ and change 
agents, which, in turn, may 
lead to their greater involve- 
ment in the village develop- 
ment process. The benefits of 
bonds of sisterhood, commu- 
nity engagement, communi- 
ty acceptance, scale, pres- 
ence in far-flung areas, stake- 
holder management and 
alliance-building capacities 
of the federations need to be 
well harnessed if they have to 
go beyond the provision of 
financial and livelihood ser- 
vices to effect development 
and transformative changes at 
the grassroots. 
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and utilise the vast opportunities extended 


Pradhan launches retailer skill 
development programme 


nion minister Dharmendra Pradhan on Sunday launched a retailer skill development 
U programme here aimed at providing training and enhancing consumer experiences. 
He said the super-power retailer programme will play a pivotal role in strengthening 
India’s economy by skilling, reskilling, and upskilling the retailers and paving the way for 
their growth. Retailers will be trained on how to plan and implement business strategies, 


by digital platforms, Pradhan, the Union 
Minister for Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship, said. Pradhan also 
asked the officials concerned to make 
available training modules in multiple 
languages. The program will offer 
industry-specific skills such as customer 
management, inventory and stock 
management and financial management, 
which are tailored to the professional 
needs of retailers. The participants will 


MONEY MATTERS 


PNS m@ NEW DELHI 


The government has given a 
final call to all legal entities 
engaged in sugar trade to 
declare their stocks on a food 
ministry website by October 17, 
and warned that strict action 
will be taken against those for 
violation. 

On September 23, the Food 
Ministry had issued an order 
directing all sugar stakeholders 
-- wholesalers, retailers, big 
chain retailers and processors - 
- to weekly update their stock 
position on its website. 

The Ministry, however, 
observed that many of the legal 
entities dealing with sugar 
trade/storage have "still not 
registered" themselves on the 
sugar stock management sys- 
tem. "Various instances have 
been reported to the Directorate 
of Sugar and Vegetable Oils, 
where many of these legal enti- 
ties are having possession of a 
substantial quantity of unre- 


undergo a 14-hour training session. 


UPDATING STOCK POSITION 


Govt gives final warning to 
sugar sector stakeholders 


Investment bankers see highest 


fee income at US$ 968 mn 


nvestment bankers laughed their way to the bank with 41 per cent on-year more fee income 
|= US$ 967.5 million during the first nine months of 2023, despite a massive fall in deals, 

according to an industry analysis. This is the highest fee collection by deal makers since 
records began in 2000. According to Refinitiv, which is an LSEG (London Stock Exchange 
Group) business , completed M&A advisory fee jumped 34 per cent year-on-year during 


January-September 2023 and totalled US$ 
362 million, while ECM (equity capital 
market) underwriting fees rose by a 
steeper 38 per cent to reach US$194.3 
million. Debt capital market (DCM) 
underwriting fees totalled US$ 181.7 
million, a 41 per cent increase from a year 
ago, while syndicated lending fees grew 56 
per cent to US$ 229.5 million in the first 
nine months of 2023, Lucille Jones, an 
analyst at LSEG said, adding the total fee 
income for the sector during the period 


jumped 41 per cent to US$ 967.5 million. 


ported sugar stocks," the min- 
istry said in a letter written to 
all stakeholders. There are cases 
where these entities are not 
updating their sugar stock ona 
regular basis, it said, adding this 
not only violates the regulato- 
ry framework in place but also 
disrupts the overall sugar mar- 
ket equilibrium. 

"Therefore, it is hereby direct- 
ed that all legal entities involved 


in the sugar industry... must 
immediately register themselves 
on the sugar market informa- 
tion system they have not done 
so," the ministry said. They have 
also been asked to update the 
stock position on a weekly 
basis, as it is essential to main- 
tain an accurate record of sugar 
stock levels, it said. 

The ministry further said, "all 
legal entities shall comply with 


the direction on immediate 
basis. Failure to register and 
update stock position may 
result in penalties and sanc- 
tions....". This should be com- 
plied by October 17, and this 
may be treated as a last oppor- 
tunity, the ministry said and 
warned strict action under the 
Essential Commodities Act will 
be taken against those for vio- 
lation. 


IndianOil to invest 
Rs 1,660 cr in 
joint venture 

with NPTC 


PNS @ NEW DELHI 


Indian Oil Corporation, the 
nation’s biggest oil firm, will 
invest Rs 1,660.15 crore as 
equity in a newly set up joint 
venture with energy major 
NTPC Ltd for setting up 
renewable power plants. 

In June, IOC and NTPC 
had formed a 50:50 joint 
venture company, IndianOil 
NTPC Green Energy Pvt Ltd, 
to set up renewable energy 
projects to meet round-the- 
clock power requirements of 
refineries of the oil company. 

In a stock exchanging fil- 
ing, IOC said its Board in a 
meeting on October 13, "has 
accorded approval to the 
investment plan of the joint 
venture company for setting 
up of renewable energy 
power plants and approved 
the equity contribution of up 
to Rs 1,660.15 crore towards 
Indian Oil's share of 50 per 
cent in the equity share cap- 
ital of the JVC." On June 2, 
IOC incorporated the joint 
venture company (JVC) with 
NTPC Green’ Energy 
Limited, (a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of NTPC Limited). 


DTDC Express looks to invest 


at least Rs 100 crore in infra 


PNS m@ NEW DELHI 


The 


said. 


markets, offers a range of services including 
Premium express, express parcel, e- 
commerce b2c as well as warehousing 
business. "Our investment is happening on 
infrastructure, technology (upgrade) 
development as well as building technology 
team. And this investment, possibly, will not 
be less than Rs 100 crore this year," 
Chakraborty told PTI in an interaction. The 
logistics sector is growing very strongly and 
is seeing much better and higher growth 


than the domestic economy, he said. 


RBI-appointed 
Administrator of debt-ridden 
Reliance Capital (RCAP) has 
written to Hinduja Group firm 
IndusInd International Holdings 
Ltd (IIHL), the successful bid- 
der for acquiring RCAP, raising 
questions on the source of funds 
and business plan, sources said. 

The letter went from the 
Administrator after Insurance 
Regulatory and Development 
Authority of India (Irdai) reject- 
ed ITHL's proposal to raise funds 
for the RCAP acquisition by cre- 
ating a pledge over the shares of 
Reliance General Insurance 
(RGIC) and Reliance Nippon 
Life Insurance (RNLIC), sources 


RGIC and RNLIC are sub- 
sidiaries of the debt-ridden 
financial services firm. In a let- 
ter to ITHL, sources said, the 
Administrator has asked the 
successful resolution bidder 
IIHL to submit a fresh applica- 
tion along with the source of 
funds and the business plan 
which do not contemplate the 


development, among others, this fiscal amid a brighter business outlook, the company’s 

chairman and managing director Subhasish Chakraborty has said. He said the company is 
also expecting 30 per cent growth in total shipments handling this festive season (October- 
November) as compared to September. The integrated express logistics operator, which has a 
presence in both domestic and international 


De Express looks to invest at least Rs 100 crore in infrastructure and technology 


SOURCE OF FUNDS FOR RCAP ACQUISITION 
Irdai rejection raises 


more questions for ITHL 


creation of pledge over the 
shares of RGIC and RNLIC. 

The Administrator has writ- 
ten to IIHL that in their meet- 
ing with Irdai on October 9, 
Irdai indicated that no applica- 
tion for change in control would 
be considered favourably if the 
source of the funds for the 
acquisition contemplates cre- 
ation of pledge over the shares 
of an insurance company. 

The Administrator has fur- 
ther asked ITHL that the com- 
pany should submit a fresh 
application for change in con- 
trol of the insurance compa- 
nies (RGIC and RNLIC), 
along with the source of funds 


and the business plan which 
do not contemplate the cre- 
ation of pledge over the shares 
of the RCAP insurance com- 
panies, sources said. 

Hinduja Group is raising a 
debt of USD 850 million from 
the leading foreign funds and 
banks to fund the acquisition 
of RCAP. The Group propose 
to raise this fund against the 
assets of RCAP, which primar- 
ily includes the company’s 100 
per cent stake in RGIC and 51 
per cent stake in RNLIC, 
sources said, adding, these 
two assets constitute more 
than 90 per cent of the value 
of the debt-ridden firm. 


Rosmerta lines up Rs 200 crore to 
Set up 10 vehicle scrappage units 


PNS @ NEW DELHI 


Automobile technology and 
automation firm Rosmerta 
Technologies plans to invest Rs 
200 crore to set up ten vehicle 
scrappage units over the next 
three years, according to a top 
company executive. 

The company currently 
operates a single vehicle scrap- 
ping facility in Manesar 
(Haryana) with a capacity of 
processing 30,000 vehicles 
annually. After the capacity 
addition, the company will be 
able to process up to 3 lakh 
vehicles annually. 

In an interaction with PTI, 
Rosmerta Technologies 
President Kartick Nagpal said 
that with the setting up of the 
scrappage centres, the compa- 
ny will be able to contribute to 
the circular economy by help- 
ing recycle three lakh vehicles 
each year. "With this regard, we 
plan on investing Rs 200 crore 
across India to leverage this sit- 
uation and contribute to the 
circular economy," he added. 

The central government 
believes that the output from 
scrapped vehicle materials 
would save about 33 per cent 
on raw material costs and will 
bring down reliance on 
imported metals such as alu- 
minium, copper as well as rub- 
ber. 


India, which is ranked 
fourth and sixth largest man- 
ufacturer of passenger and 
commercial vehicles respec- 
tively, imports metals worth 
USD 34.7 billion each year. 

In August 2021, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi had 
launched the national vehicle 
scrappage policy to help phase 
out unfit and polluting vehi- 
cles and also promote a circu- 
lar economy. While the gov- 
ernment has financially incen- 
tivised scrapping old vehicles 
and replacing them with new 
ones, over 50 lakh light motor 
vehicles aged over 50 years (as 
per industry estimates) contin- 
ue to ply unchecked. 

Rosmerta Technologies is 
the country's leading manufac- 
turer of high-security registra- 
tion plates (HSRP). It also has 
presence in intelligent trans- 
port management systems, 
automated testing stations and 
automated driving testing 
tracks among others. 


Yokohama bets on 
local production 
for sustainable 
biz in India 


PNS @ NEW DELHI 


Japanese tyre maker 
Yokohama is betting on local 
production in India for a 
"sustainable and competi- 
tive" business model in the 
country, according to a top 
company official. 

Yokohama Rubber com- 
pany, which is present in the 
country through a wholly- 
owned subsidiary, is coming 
up with a new plant in 
Visakhapatnam in addition 
to its existing plant in 
Bahadurgarh, Haryana. 

In an interaction with PTI, 
Yokohama India Managing 
Director and CEO Harinder 
Singh said the company can 
manufacture tyres of up to 
18 inches in diameter with- 
in the country and has plans 
to extend this capability to 
accommodate tyre sizes of 
up to 22 inches, to cater to 
the demand for bigger-sized 
tyres. 

"While we still import 
certain high-end tyres, like 
run-flat tyres commonly 
found on luxury vehicles 
from our overseas manufac- 
turing bases, our commit- 
ment to localising produc- 
tion in India is unwavering," 
he added. 


FIRST SEMICON FAB EXPECTED WITHIN A YEAR 
‘Will focus on components where India can lead’ 


PNS m@ NEW DELHI 


The country's first electronic 
chip manufacturing plant is 
expected to be in place with- 
in a year, according to Union 
Telecom and IT Minister 
Aswhini Vaishnaw. 

The government has initial- 
ly earmarked US$ 10 billion 
incentive for setting up a semi- 
conductor manufacturing 
ecosystem in the country 
including a wafer fabrication 
plant. The wafer fabrication 
plants are the first building 
block of physical chips that are 
used in all high-tech elec- 
tronic products. 

"We are focussing on some 


niche area where we can take 
global leadership. Telecom and 
EV (electric vehicles) have 
emerged as a big segment for 
semiconductors. If we focus on 
developing and manufacturing 


“We are focussing on some niche 
area where we can take global 
leadership. Telecom and EV 
(electric vehicles) have emerged 
as a big segment for 
semiconductors. If we focus on 
developing and manufacturing 
chips used in these segments then 
we can become global leaders in 
these two segments.” 


chips used in these segments 
then we can become global 
leaders in these two segments," 
Vaishnaw said in an interview. 

He said the work is being 
done with a focus on these 


emerging areas. "We should 
have some good success in the 
coming months. It will be fab 
(wafer fabrication), design, 
manufacturing, complete 
(ecosystem)," Vaishnaw said. 

When asked if it would be 
in a year, the minister said, 
"No. We will see success very 
soon." He said that with the 
success of US-based storage 
chip maker Micron's invest- 
ment in India, the entire world 
has become very comfortable 
about India's capability. 

Memory chip maker 
Micron started building a 
semiconductor assembly plant 
at Sanand in Gujarat last 
month. 


Crude prices, geopolitical 
uncertainties to 
dictate market trends 


PNS m@ NEW DELHI 


The ongoing second quarter 
earnings, movement of oil 
benchmark Brent crude and the 
uncertainty in the Middle East 
would dictate terms in the 
domestic markets this week, 
analysts said. Furthermore, the 
activities of Foreign Institutional 
Investors (FIIs) will also influ- 
ence trading in the markets. 
"A slew of earnings reports 
from heavyweights expected 
this week will significantly 
impact market direction. The 
activities of Foreign Institutional 
Investors (FIIs) will be impor- 
tant, given their recent consistent 
selling streak," Santosh Meena, 


FPls take out Rs 9,800-crore 


PNS @ NEW DELHI 


Foreign investors have pulled out 
nearly Rs 9,800 crore from Indian 
equities this month so far owing 
to a sustained rise in US bond 
yields and the uncertain environ- 
ment resulting from the Israel- 
Hamas conflict. This came after 
Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs) 
turned net sellers in September 
and pulled out Rs 14,767 crore. 

Before the outflow, FPIs were 


incessantly buying Indian equi- 


ties in the last six months from 
March to August and brought in 
Rs 1.74 lakh cr during the peri- 
od. This inflow was largely due to 
the reduction in US inflation 
from 6 per cent in February to 3.2 
per cent in July. The temporary 
pause in the US Federal rate hike 


from May to August also played 
arole, Kislay Upadhyay, smallcase 
manager and Founder of 
FidelFolio Investments, said. 

Going ahead, the trajectory of 
FPIs' investments in India will be 
influenced not only by global 
inflation and interest rate dynam- 
ics but also by the developments 
and intensity of the Israel-Hamas 
conflict, Himanshu Srivastava, 
Associate Director - Manager 
Research, Morningstar Investment 
Adviser India, said. 


Hiring outlook for Indian IT industry weakens 


PNS @ NEW DELHI 


Weak global cues and a cut in 
discretionary spending by 
clients are expected to sharply 
reduce campus intake by the 
Indian IT industry this year 
with market watchers saying 
that Infosys and HCL Tech's 
subdued take on hiring signals 
a tough road ahead for fresh- 
ers in the near term. 

In the opening week of Q2 
earnings season, IT biggies 
TCS, Infosys and HCL 
Technologies reported a 
sequential drop in employee 
tally - a staggering 15,800 ona 
cumulative basis. The Q2 
scorecard of tech heavyweights 
fell short of expectations as 
oa growth skid on elevated 
evels of inflation and interest 
rates, reduced investment, and 
geopolitical shocks, exacerbat- 
ing worries. 


Tech companies say that 
clients continue to defer newer, 
non-critical initiatives, choos- 
ing to focus on optimisation. 

While global voices con- 
cede that there are no signs of 
bottoming out just yet, JP 
Morgan's Jamie Dimon has 
warned that the world is facing 
the 'most dangerous time in 
decades’. Meanwhile, Infosys's 
headcount fell by 7,530 to 
3,28,764 as of September 30, 
2023, against 3,36,294 in the 
June quarter. 

Infosys, which hired over 
50,000 freshers last year, has 
made it clear that it is not going 
to campus for recruitment for 
the time being. The Bengaluru- 
headquartered company 
slashed annual sales forecast to 
1-2.5 per cent (from the previ- 
ously stated 1-3.5 per cent) in 
a sign of continued curtailment 
in IT projects amid global 


macro economic uncertain- 
ties. TCS reported a decline (of 
6000 quarter-on-quarter) with 
its overall staff count at 
6,08,985 at the end of 
September 2023, but has main- 
tained a fresher hiring target of 
40,000 for the current fiscal 
FY24. TCS chief human 
resources officer Milind 


Lakkad said the company has 
not stopped hiring, but the 
overall new hires are trailing 
the number of people quitting 
the company due to which the 
overall count is down. 
HCLTech's total employee 
base dropped by 2299 to 
2,21,139 at the end of the 
September 2023 quarter com- 


pared to June quarter as the 
company reduced hiring amid 
an easing of attrition level. 

"Due to significant fresher 
bench and reduced demand, 
major Indian IT firms are scaling 
down campus recruitment. The 
decision is prompted by a weak 
deal pipeline and recessionary con- 
cerns in the US market," Krishna 
Vij, Business Head IT Staffing at 
TeamLease Digital said. 

Large IT Services companies, 
having hired many freshers 
last year, are now focused on 
upskilling them in Gen AI, 
SAP and other emerging tech- 
nologies rather than new cam- 
pus recruitment, Vij added. 

Sachin Alug, CEO of NLB 
Services believes a further 
decline of at least 10-15 per 
cent in the campus offers could 
be expected this year. 

"As of the first week of 
October, there has been a 


decrease of more than 20 per 
cent in the number of students 
placed compared to the same 
period last year, despite a con- 
sistent number of companies 
participating in the hiring 
process," Alug said. 

During the Q2 briefing, 
Infosys CFO Nilanjan Roy 
explained that the company has 
a significant fresher bench and 
headroom for increasing util- 
isation, and hence "is not going 
to campuses as yet". 

"Last year, we hired 50,000 
freshers and hired ahead of 
demand...we still have a signif- 
icant fresher bench... we are, of 
course, training them on Gen 
Al...but we still have a way to 
go on utilisation, and at the 
moment are not going to cam- 
puses as yet...we will monitor 
this every quarter looking at 
our future projections," Roy 
added. 
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IDBI Bank has deferred tax 
assets of RS 11,520 cr, 
120 properties in / cities 


PNS @ NEW DELHI 


The government has informed 
the prospective asset valuers of 
IDBI Bank that the lender has 
deferred tax assets of Rs 11,520 
crore and 120 properties in the 
top seven cities including 
Mumbai, Pune, and Chennai. 

In response to the pre-bid 
queries from prospective asset 
valuers of IDBI Bank, the 
Department of Investment and 
Public Asset Management 
(DIPAM) said the bank has as 
many as 68 properties in 
Mumbai, 20 in Pune, nine in 
Chennai and seven in 
Ahmedabad. Besides, it has six 
properties in Kolkata and five 
each in Delhi and Hyderabad. 

"The intangible on the balance 
sheet of IDBI Bank primarily 
comprises deferred tax assets of 
around Rs 11,520 crore," 
DIPAM said. 


Deferred tax asset commonly 
refers to overpayment of tax by an 
entity. Such excess tax paid can be 
adjusted against future tax dues. 
DIPAM further said the asset val- 
uer shall further identify intangi- 
bles not on the IDBI Bank balance 
sheet like brand name, branch 
network and value them. 

The Terms of Reference for 
asset valuers included describing 
and listing of all the properties 
and assets, including intangibles 
such as trademark(s), title to 
property rights, being valued, as 
provided by the bank. Valuation 
of intangibles were required to be 
indicated separately. 

Giving details of asset prop- 
erties in the seven cities, 
DIPAM informed the asset 
valuer that such assets account 
for 94 per cent of the total 
written down value (after 
accounting for depreciation) of 
fixed assets of IDBI Bank. 
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Michael Caine announces 
retirement from acting 


Caine has officially retired from 

acting, and the recently released 
feature The Great Escaper is his final 
project. 

Caine, who has time and again 
expressed his desire to quit acting due 
to his old age, shared the news with 
BBC Radio 4’s Today programme. 

“I keep saying I’m going to retire. 
Well I am now. I’ve figured, I’ve had a 
picture where I’ve played the lead and 
had incredible reviews... What am I 
going to do that will beat this?” the 90- 
year-old actor said. 

In The Great Escaper, the legendary 
actor featured alongside another 
British icon Glenda Jackson, who com- 
pleted the film months before her 
death in June. 

Based on a true story, the movie fea- 
tured Caine as Bernard Jordan, the 89- 
year-old British World War II Royal 
Navy veteran who in June 2014 “broke 
out” of his nursing home to attend the 
70th anniversary D-Day commemora- 
tions in France. 

Caine said he wanted to bow out on 
a high note. 

“The only parts I’m liable to get now 
are 90-year-old men. Or maybe 85. 
They're not going to be the lead. You 
don't have leading men at 90, you're 
going to have young handsome boys 
and girls. So I thought, I might as well 
leave with all this,’ he said. 

Caine, whose career spanned seven 
decades, is one of the tallest actors of 
British cinema. He has won two 
Oscars for his performances in 
Hannah and Her Sisters and The Cider 
House Rules. 

The actor has starred in several crit- 
ically-lauded as well as commercially 
successful films such as The Italian 
Job, Battle of Britain, Get Carter, The 
Last Valley, The Man Who Would Be 
King, The Eagle Has Landed, A Bridge 
Too Far, Alfie, Children of Men, The 
Prestige and The Dark Knight trilogy. 


Bc= cinema veteran Michael 


Shiloa ohetty twins with 
husband Raj Kundra in mask, 
Internet has a field day 


ollywood actress 
B Shilpa Shetty Kundra, 
who was recently seen 
in the film Sukhee, stepped 
out for an outing with her 
husband Raj Kundra wear- 
ing similar masks. This 
comes as the actress follows 
her husband’s footsteps in 
sporting a mask to hide the 
face in public, which has 
sort of become Raj Kundra’s i y 
fashion statement. 
A paparazzi account shared the video of 
a couple sporting similar black masks. While 
Shilpa’s mask had LED at the lower end 
towards the jaw, Raj wore a mask that had 
horns as a part of its design. The two got 
down from their car, held hands as they 
posed for the paparazzi and walked towards 
a restaurant for their dinner. 
As they entered the restaurant, the cou- 
ple lifted off their masks. The people on the 
Internet had a field day reacting to the video. 


One user wrote, 
“Introducing the Daft 
Punk of India, ladies and 
gentlemen”. A second user 
wrote: “Kya mtlb h ese 
face chhupane ka..smjh 
nhi aata (sic). A third 
wrote: “Why God why!! 
And that too on planet.’ 

Raj started wearing 
fancy face masks after he 
was granted bail by a 
Mumbai Court in the 
pornography case ona surety of Rs 50,000. 
Raj was arrested in an alleged pornography- 
related case in 2021 for which he was sent 
to Mumbai’s Arthur Road Jail. It was one of 
the biggest controversies of the year. 

Raj has refuted all claims against himself 
and said that he was falsely implicated in the 
case. Recently, he also performed a stand- 
up act where he made many self-deprecat- 
ing jokes on himself and the controversy 
that led to his arrest. 


Rohit Shetty introduces Deepika Padukone’s 
cop universe character Shakti Shetty 


eepika Padukone is officially 
D joining Rohit Shetty’s cop uni- 

verse as the filmmaker on 
Sunday unveiled the first look of her 
character. 

Padukone will be making an 
appearance as police officer Shakti 
Shetty in Ajay Devgn-led Singham 
Again, which recently went on floors 
and also features her actor-husband 
Ranveer Singh. In a post on 
Instagram, Shetty shared the first look 


the “most brutal and violent officer of 
our cop universe”. 

“Naari sita ka bhi ro op hai aur 
durga ka bhi (Woman is the form of 
Sita and also of Durga) ... Meet the 
most brutal and violent officer of our 
cop universe... Shakti Shetty... M 
Lady Singham... Deepika Padukone,’ 
the filmmaker wrote in the caption. 

Padukone, who recently featured in 
Shah Rukh Khan’ action entertainer 
Jawan, also shared the news on her 


“Introducing. . .Shakti Shetty!” she post- 
ed. Singham Again is the third film in 
the Devgn-led Singham series, which 
started with 2011's Singham and was fol- 
lowed by Singham Returns. 

The two movies along with Singh’s 
Simmba (2018) and Sooryavanshi 
(2021), starring Akshay Kumar, are 
part of Shetty’s cinematic cop universe. 

Singh will be reprising his role of 
Sangram Bhalerao aka Simmba in 
Singham Again. Kareena Kapoor 


returning for the threequel. Devgn 
and Singh as well as Kumar welcomed 
Padukone to the cop universe fold. 
Sharing the character look of 
Padukone, Devgn said, “Welcome to 
my squad @deepikapadukone. Aali Re 
Aali... Lady Singham Aali!!!!! Shakti 
Shetty has arrived in the Cop-verse 


ty, Ranveer said. 
Kumar posted, “Introducing our 
Lady Singham, Shakti Shetty! 


CHRIS EVANS 
CONFIRMS 


ollywood star Chris Evans has 
confirmed that he recently tied the 
knot with girlfriend Alba Baptista. 

Evans, the star of multiple Marvel 
Cinematic Universe (MCU) films as well 
as blockbusters The Gray Man and Knives 
Out, opened up about his wedding during 
his appearance at the New York Comic Con 
(NYCC). “I got married. It was really, real- 
ly great. We kinda had two ceremonies. We 
had one on the East Coast. We did one in 
Portugal. My wife's Portuguese. Yeah, go 
Portugal,’ the 42-year-old actor said dur- 
ing a panel discussion. 

It was earlier reported that Evans mar- 
ried Baptista, 26, in a private ceremony at 
an estate in Cape Cod on September 9. The 
guest list also included some of Evans’ 
Marvel co-stars, including Robert Downey 
Jr, Chris Hemsworth and Jeremy Renner. 

At the NYCC, where Evans was one of 
the featured guests alongside, including 
popular stars Ewan McGregor, David 
Tennant, Zachary Levi, Tom Hiddleston 
and Susan Sarandon, the actor was seen 
wearing a gold wedding band. 

“It’s a lot of planning a wedding. For 
those of you who are married you know 
it takes a lot out of you. But now that we're 
through that, we've just been enjoying life, 
gearing up for autumn, my favourite sea- 
son. Now we're just relaxing and enjoying 
life and reflecting, he said. 

The Avengers: Endgame star and 
Baptista, known for the 2022 film Mrs 
Harris Goes to Paris, first sparked romance 
rumours last November. 


of Padukone’s character and called it social media handles. Khan, who played Avni Kamat, is also @deepikapadukone? 
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computer to another 
3 Birthday present 


e Each row and column can 
contain each number (1 to 9) 
exactly once. 


e The sum of all numbers in 
any row or column must 
equal 45. 
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fter decades, Indian cinema 
A movie buffs saw the 
Deol-Dhillon chemistry on 
screen. Well, this time, it wasn't the 
Sohni Mahiwal actors Sunny Deol 
and Poonam Dhillon, but their 
kids Rajveer Deol and Paloma 
Dhillon in the recently released 
Dono. Directed by Avnish S. 
Barjatya, son of Sooraj R. 
Barjatya, the film is produced 
by Rajshri Productions, known 
for their conservative, saccha- 
rine-sweet story-telling, yet 
their actual, accessible story- 
lines and characters man- 
aged to strike a chord with 
audiences. 

The fresh chemistry of 
Rajveer and Paloma has 
surely enraptured hearts 
ever since the film was 

announced and the pro- 
motions began. Dono 
has been a special film for 
the team in its own ways, 
and of course, along with 
the cast, it also marks 
Aynish’s directorial debut. 
A lot of feelings and 
excitement had gone along! 
And so did it for Rajveer, 
who was initially all anx- 
ious, nervous, and excited 
and was waiting to see how 
people reacted. In an exclu- 
sive chat with The Pioneer, he 
shared having no space to get 
anxious since he was all decked 
up with the promotions. 
Growing around some great 
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evergreen superstars, 
Dharmendra, Sunny Deol, 
Bobby Deol, ‘Dream Girl 


Hemamalini, and Esha Deol, he 
recalls, “We've always seen their 
work ethics, and for that, I guess it’s 

been at it. In fact, recently, after, I guess, 

22 years, Gadar 2 was such a success. 
| This shows that times do change, and 
you have to keep at it” Now it has 
become a really unpredictable task to 
think of which film would be a hit or a 
flop. However, as a debutant, it becomes 
much tougher, so keep a plan B prepared 
beforehand. For Rajveer, he says Plan B 
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people to global destinations, 
Singapore Airlines (SIA) 
Group, the world’s most award- 
ed airline, commenced its oper- 
ations in Hyderabad on 
October 29, 2003. It will cele- 
brate the 20th anniversary of its 
services to the city this year. To 
mark this momentous occa- 
sion, SIA plans to extend its ser- 
vices by offering a much more 
luxurious and comfortable 
journey for its passengers. 
Initially, Singapore Airlines 
operated a modest fleet of 10 
aircraft in 22 cities in 18 coun- 
tries. SIA has since grown to be 
a world-class international air- 
line group that is committed to 
the constant enhancement of 
the three main pillars of its 
brand promise: service excel- 
lence, product leadership, and 
network connectivity. 
Extending its services this year, 
SIA increased its Hyderabad- 
Singapore services from seven- 
times weekly to 12-times week- 
ly as it took over Scoot’s daily 
services between the cities. 
The new five-times weekly 
morning services will offer 
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« 
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more connectivity options for 
passengers travelling from 
Hyderabad to and beyond 
Singapore. This service will be 
operated by SIAs Boeing 737- 
8s, which are fitted with 154 
seats: 10 in Business Class and 
144 in Economy Class. 

Mr. Sy Yen Chen, General 
Manager India for Singapore 
Airlines, said, “We are delight- 
ed to announce an increase in 
our weekly operations in the 
city. The strategic restructuring 
of our Hyderabad network is a 
testament to our commitment 
to continuously evolve and 
meet the changing needs of our 
valued customers. This mile- 
stone reaffirms our dedication 
to the local market, and we are 
excited to provide even greater 
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connectivity and exceptional 
full-service travel experiences as 
we forge ahead into the future." 

SIA also provides the daily 
night services, which will be 
operated by SIAs Airbus A350s, 
which are fitted with 303 seats 
— 40 in Business Class and 263 
in Economy. As a result, 
Hyderabad will be entirely 
served by SIA’s full-service 
product. On the other hand, 
SIA didn’t compromise on 
entertainment, as it plays an 
important role in making our 
journey enchanting. It choos- 
es over 1,900* on-demand 
entertainment options, includ- 
ing movies, TV shows, music 
albums, and more, on the 
KrisWorld in-flight entertain- 
ment system. 


e torch 


and carrying the 
‘Deol’ legacy ahead 


would be, “To keep my head down and 
still work, and hopefully something hap- 
pens, and that’s about it. I want to act and 
want to be in this industry, so Im just 
going to keep working on myself. I just 
want to make myself happy with the roles 
I do, and if my work speaks for itself, then 
critics or whoever will like it” Going fur- 
ther, he recalls the first time he met his 
co-star Pamola, and guess what? It was 
via Zoom call. “Since it was a lockdown, 
we did a screen test over Zoom, more like 
a reading because, I think, it was to break 
the ice. Avnish and Paloma went on 
Zoom, and we had a meeting and did a 
reading. Two days later, we shot a screen 
test together. So I was taken aback by how 
easy it was to work with her, how chill it 
would be to work with her, and her pro- 
fessionalism. It was such a support since 
we were on the same boat.” 

What better than your family to see 
you take the first step towards your 
career? Not only did his dad Sunny Deol 
ee the sets of his debut film, but also 

is grandpa Dharmendra. He shares, 
“My dad actually gave my first clap on 
set. It was raining a lot that day, and I 
remember that I just had to walk to the 
door; it was just a simple back shot of 
the character, who goes to the office for 
a meeting. I walked too fast, so Avnish 
was like, slow down, but I was so excit- 
ed, my adrenaline was pumping. You 
would have thought I walked right 
through the door.” 

While the film marks the debut of its 
director, we asked him about Avnish’s 
approach and whether he had his father's 
approach in his art too. To this end, the 
budding actor states, “Definitely, there are 
influences you can see, but in this gen- 
eration, you prepare more. Back then, 
there were no workshops. They used to 
come on sets, and dialogues used to be 
written on sets. Now that everything is 
online, you learn things much faster, and 
people critique things more. You tend to 
over prepare sometimes and work with 
extra hard work? 

On a concluding note, he recalls hav- 
ing heard about the lead actor's parents’ 
film shooting Samundar and said, “I've 
heard about them shooting in the 
Maldives when they were shooting 
Samundar. They talked about how they 
thought the boat was going to sink once 
because they had to keep shifting islands 
and go on this small boat? 


Paving the way for young 
investors to create wealth 


trend is on the rise in the personal 
Aimesnents space in the country, 

especially with regard to capital mar- 
ket-linked products. The emergence of sev- 
eral wealthtech platforms has provided 
young investors across the country an 
opportunity to start their investing journey 
much earlier compared to previous gener- 
ations. Until a few years back, not many peo- 
ple used to invest in the capital market prod- 
ucts due to lack of access or awareness and 
those who did, mostly started investing in 
their 30s or maybe a few in their late 20s. 
However, with easy access to investment 
products via wealthtech platforms, we now 
see a large number of youngsters in their 
early and mid-20s investing in products such 
as mutual funds, stocks and bonds. 


How does this benefit young investors and 
the industry as a whole? 

Firstly, an early start provides a great 
opportunity for young investors to learn 
about a variety of investment products and 
nuances of investing. While reading about 
investing or listening to investment experts 
can provide a lot of useful insights, there's 
no substitute for having real investing expe- 
rience as investing in market linked prod- 
ucts demands managing one’s emotions 
across market cycles and following discipline 
amidst continuous noise in the market. 
Learning practical investment lessons at an 
early age can provide these young investors 
a lot more confidence to make significant 
allocation to capital market products over 
time. Secondly, investing at a young age 
offers them an opportunity to compound 


their wealth over a long period of time - one 
of the most important tenets of successful 
investing. 

Besides, wealthtech platforms have 
democratized access to investment products 
with investors across the length and breadth 
of the country now being able to invest via 
such wealthtech platforms. Participation of 
a large number of investors in the capital 
market can go a long way in contributing to 
the long-term economic growth of the 
country as it ensures efficient channeling of 
capital resources to deserving businesses and 
sectors of the economy. 


THE ROAD AHEAD 


While the advent of wealthtech platforms 
offers several benefits to investors, the 
investment industry, and the economy as a 
whole, the onus is on these platforms and 
other industry stakeholders to ensure that 
these young investors do not end up mak- 
ing major investing mistakes that can lead 
to poor investing experience in their initial 
years of investing. As such, it would be crit- 
ical for wealthtech platforms to go beyond 
transaction enablement and focus on pro- 
viding necessary tools, features, and educa- 
tion that can aid in investment decision- 
making. The focus needs to be on adding 
value to the investing journey of these 
investors so that they can stay on course to 
create wealth over time. 


(The writer, Nilesh D Naik, is the Head 
of Investment Products, Share.Market 
(PhonePe Wealth)) 
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erby Angel is a new- 
H age, innovative 
startup that pro- 


vides organic, ayurveda- 
based holistic wellness solu- 
tions designed specifically for 
babies and kids. To safeguard 
little ones from unavoidable 
health-related issues, the 
brand aims to promote holis- 
tic healthcare through 
Ayurveda-based nutraceuti- 
cal and cosmeceutical prod- 
ucts that are made with 
organic ingredients. 
Actress Shriya Saran has 
come on board as its brand 
ambassador. 
Speaking to The Pioneer, 
Sherry Jairaith, CXO of 
Herby Angel, shared more 
about their brand: “Herby 
Angel is an organic 
Ayurveda-based brand 
founded on the principles of 
authentic Ayurvedic. Our 
products are thoughtfully 
curated to provide kids with 
the best care right from the 
beginning. Each batch of 
product goes through in- 
depth quality checks at 
NABL-accredited labs, and 
the batch test report is avail- 
able on our website for cus- 
tomers to check for the prod- 
uct's safety and purity” 
The brand, 
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which was incepted in 2022, 
has all “Made-In-India’ prod- 
ucts that are 100% safe. 
Elaborating on the advan- 
tages of the natural compo- 
nents used in their brand’s 
baby products for the skin of 
infants, she said, “All of our 
products are made with 
organic ingredients that are 
safe and effective, guarantee- 
ing healthy skin without any 
nasties. Our formulations 
have nature’s best ingredients, 
like ushira (Khus), neem, saf- 
fron, turmeric, and coconut 
oil. These time-tested ingre- 
dients have cooling and 
moisturising properties that 
effectively calm inflamed 
skin, reduce redness, and 
gently hydrate the skin” 
Today, with many products 
on the market, new moms do 
not want to take any risks 
with their infant’s skin. Asked 
if Herby Angel is suitable for 
babies with sensitive skin or 
other disorders, the CXO 
said, “We make sure that 
even the most delicate baby's 
skin is completely safe by 
using only certified organic 
herbs, natural extracts, and 
plant-based derivatives in 
their products. Further, all 
our products are doctor-for- 
mulated and dermatological- 
ly tested, which enables us to 
offer the highest levels of 
quality and safety to our 
customers.” 

With a goal to 
provide nutrition- 
al products for 
your children 
that are both 
safe for them 
and the envi- 
ronment, 
they also 
send 
plantable 
| seed cards 
and con- 
\ tribute to 
creating 
a greener 
planet. 
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GURBAZ, ALINHIL LIFT AFGHANISTAN 10 264 AGAINST MIGHTY ENGLAND 


PTI m@ NEW DELHI 


ahmanullah Gurbaz gave the 
Res impetus while Ikram 

Alikhil provided the final 
flourish to guide Afghanistan to a 
competitive 284 allout against 
defending champions England in 
their World Cup match here on 
Sunday. 
While opener Gurbaz gave the 
Afghans a flying start, scoring 80 
off 57 balls, number 6 batter 
Alikhil made a solid 58 off 66 
deliveries as Afghanistan recovered 
from a mid-innings collapse to 
post a good total on board. 
Off-colour in the first two match- 
es, Afghanistan openers -- Gurbaz 
and Ibrahim Zadran (28) finally 
rose to the occasion, scoring the 
team's 50 in just 6.3 overs after 
being sent in to bat. 
The Afghan openers meant busi- 
ness and played copy book crick- 
eting shots to score their runs. The 
duo didn't take much risk and 
Gurbaz mainly ruled the roost, tak- 
ing the attack to the English 
bowlers. 


his shots through the covers and 
flicks were a treat to watch. 

With Afghanistan scoring runs 
thick and fast, England skipper Jos 
Buttler introduced Adil Rashid 
(3/42) in the 11th over but Gurbaz 
was in a relentless mood as he 
swept the leg-spinner for a bound- 
ary to bring up his fifty in just 33 
balls. 

Gurbaz looked in ominous form as 
he dispatched Rashid over deep 
midwicket to bring up 
Afghanistan's 100 in just 76 deliv- 
eries. 

England finally tasted their first 
success in the 17th over when an 
under-pressure Zadran (28 off 48) 
gave a simple catch to Joe Root at 
short mid wicket but not before 
stitching 114 for the opening wick- 
et. 

England got back into the game an 
over later with back-to-back wick- 
ets. 

First Rashid dismissed Rahmat 
Shah, stumped by Buttler and then 
in the very next ball Afghanistan 
suffered a big blow in the form of 
Gurbaz, who became a victim of an 


Gurbaz decorated his innings with 
eight boundaries and four sixes. 
Following Gurbaz's dismissal, runs 
started to dry up for Afghanistan 
as skipper Hashmatullah Shahidi 
and Azmatullah Omarzai looked to 
revive the innings. 

Omarzai tried to break the shack- 
les in the 25th over, cloberring 
Chris Woakes for a six and four. 
But the knock was shortlived as 
Omarzai departed in the next 
over, slicing a Liam Livingstone 
delivery to Woakes at long off as 
Afghanistan lost four wickets for 
just 38 runs. 

Shahidi too didn't last long, bowled 
by an unlikely Root with the 
Afghan skipper caught in two 
minds. 

Veteran Mohammad Nabi too did- 
n't help his side, departing soon as 
the Afghans slumped to 190 for 6 
from a commanding position. 
Alikhil played a fine knock and 
decorated his innings with three 
fours and two sixes. Rashid Khan 
played a quick 22-ball 23, while 
Mujeeb Ur Rahman made 28 off 16 
balls before Afghanistan were 


bowled out in 49.5 overs. 


He played all around the park but 4 unnecessary run out. 
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j Paes to treat every game as 
a final due to their awful 
start, skipper Pat Cummins on 
Sunday said Australia are fired 
up to perform against teams 
that they have done well 
against in the recent past. 
Australia were crushed by 
hosts India in their opener 
before stumbling to a 134-run 
defeat to South Africa on 
Thursday. 

The Men from Down Under 
find themselves in a precarious 
position to win at least six of 
their remaining seven games to 
make the semifinals. However, 
Cummins is not pressing the 
panic button just yet. 
"Looking back at 2019, India 
and South Africa were the two 
teams that we lost to in the 
round games there. In the last 
year, they're kind of the two 
teams that we've had the most 
trouble against. 

"So, the opportunity now is 
we've got some teams we 
haven't played for a while that 
we've had a lot of success 
against and be really confident 
when we go out there," 
Cummins said on the eve of 
the match against Sri Lanka 
here. 

Australia had entered the tour- 
nament on the back of away 
ODI series losses to India and 
South Africa. 

"Not an ideal start at all. 
Everyone's desperate to turn it 
around. We're obviously 0-2, so 
we've got to start winning and 


Every game now - 
becomes almost like 
a final: Cummins 


start winning quick. Every 
game now becomes almost like 
a final. You've got to win just 
about all of them." 

Australia is the most success- 
ful side in the history of the 
tournament but the current 
team has been guilty of churn- 
ing up lacklustre perfor- 
mances. 

"No doubt we haven't been up 
to the standard that we like to 
hold. We've been off the mark 
and have been outplayed both 
games. When we're at our 
best, we're putting big runs on 
the board. We're putting the 
pressure back into the opposi- 
tion. 

"Us bowlers are taking wickets 
through the middle. So, we 
haven't been able to pull any of 
that together so far. So yeah, we 
know what makes us a really 
good team. 

"Again, it wasn't that long ago. 
We're number one in the 
world. So, we don't have to 
look back too far to work out 
when we're playing our best," 
Cummins added. 

The Australian team is packed 
with all-rounders like Mitchell 
Marsh, Marcus Stoinis and 
Glenn Maxwell. 

With Ashton Agar being ruled 
out due to an injury, Maxwell 
has had to share spin duties 
with Adam Zampa, the only 
frontline spinner in the side. 
Asked if it is the lack of role 
clarity that is hurting the team, 
Cummins said "No, I don't 
think so". 

"The good thing and the lux- 
ury we have with the all- 
rounders is they all make it 
into the team on the back of 
their primary skill, which for 
most of them is batting. 
"And it's fortunate we've got 
guys like Stoinis and Maxwell 
and Marsh that can provide 
overs and do it really well. 
"There's certainly sometimes - 
some teams I've played in 
where you've got to try and fit 
in all-rounders that might not 
make the top seven batters or 
the top four bowlers, but we're 
in a really good place," he 
added. 


Embattled Australia take on stuttering Sri Lanka 


PTI m@ LUCKNOW 


‘To house in complete dis- 
array after consecutive 
defeats, Australia will look to 
wake up from their slumber and 
return to winning ways against 
an equally stuttering Sri Lanka 
in the World Cup here on 
Monday. Both teams are in 
search of their maiden win in 
the tournament. While Australia 
suffered humiliating losses 
against India and South Africa, 
Sri Lanka faltered against the 
Proteas and Pakistan. 
Australia have looked like a pale 
shadow of their dominant selves 
in this tournament. 

The five-time champions sit 
ninth in the 10-team league table 


owing to their horrendous Net 
Run Rate (-1.846), while the 
Lankans are 7th on the table 
with a NRR of -1.161. 

The Aussies desperately need to 
get their act together if they want 
to keep their fate in their own 
hands. 

But it is easier said than done. 
Australia have lost seven of 
their last eight ODIs compre- 
hensively. 

During this tournament, they 
have performed poorly in all 
three departments of the game. 
The Men from Down Under 
have been uncharacteristically 
sloppy in the field. 

The Australians have dropped a 
whopping six catches in two 
games -- the most by any team 


so far in this edition of the 
World Cup. 

Their bowling attack has also 
looked toothless. They have 
failed miserably with the bat, 
suffering mini-collapses, and 
are yet to cross 200 runs. They 


were rocked by India's spin 
bowling in the opener and then 
by the South African pacers. 

But facing the battered and 
bruised Sri Lankan bowling 
attack could be the perfect 
opportunity for the Australian 


batters to find some form. 

The Australians are also famil- 
iar with the Ekana pitch having 
trained in the city for close to a 
week and played against South 
Africa here. 

Skipper Pat Cummins had 
insisted earlier this week that 
they won't be rotating their 
bowlers which means Australia 
will stick to their three-pronged 
pace attack of Cummins, Josh 
Hazlewood and Mitchell Stare 
with Adam Zampa and Glenn 
Maxwell sharing spin duties. 
Sri Lanka too have underper- 
formed at the mega event so far. 
They occupy the seventh spot on 
the points table. While their bat- 
ting line-up has done reasonably 
well, putting up scores in excess 


of 320 in both the previous 
games, their bowling is an area 
of concern. 

In the absence of several front- 
line bowlers, Sri Lanka's relative- 
ly inexperienced bowling attack 
has conceded a whopping 775 
runs in their first two matches. 
The Lankans looked on course 
to register their first win against 
Pakistan, but the inexperience of 
youngsters like 20-year-old 
Matheesha Pathirana came to 
the fore as the former champi- 
ons couldn't stop leaking runs 
that resulted in a World Cup 
record run chase. 

With skipper Dasun Shanaka 
ruled out of the tournament due 
to a thigh injury, Kusal Mendis 
will lead the Island nation. 


It's scarring, its a 
pasting: Ramiz Raja 
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ormer captain Ramiz Raja 

has slammed Pakistan for 
producing an insipid perfor- 
mance against India in the 
ODI World Cup and termed 
the defeat as "hurting" and 
"scarring". 
India had bundled out 
Pakistan for a paltry 191 and 
then riding on Rohit's brutal 
fifty registered a seven-wick- 
et win with nearly 20 overs to 
spare in Ahmedabad on 
Saturday. 
"It's going to hurt them. It's 
scarring, it's a pasting, its a 
battering and they've been 
outpaced and outplayed in 
all the three departments," 
Raja told the ICC Review 
Podcast. 
"If you can't win, then at least 
compete. Pakistan weren't able 
to do that," he said. 
The defeat was also Pakistan's 
eighth successive loss in ODI 
World Cups to India, and 
Raja said Pakistan would have 
to find a way to end the 
unwanted streak. 
"It's a reality and Pakistan have 
got to do something about it. 
They can't be termed as 'chok- 
ers’ against India because 
that's not a great tag to have. 


=> 
Somehow, it's a mental block, 
it's a skill block as well," said 
Raja, a member of Pakistan's 
1992 World Cup winning 
squad. 

The 61-year-old admitted that 
Pakistan players go through 
immense pressure in a match 
against India, but said they 
need to rise above that. 
"When you're playing against 
India, it's such an environ- 
ment where it's 99 per cent 
India fans and crowds, you're 
obviously overwhelmed. I 
understand all of that. 

"But Babar Azam has led this 
side for a good four or five 
years, so you've got to rise to 
the occasion," he added. 


Raja urged Pakistan players to 
take a leaf out of India's book 
in handling pressure in such 
marquee clashes. 

"Credit to India for maintain- 
ing their presence in World 
Cup competitions against 
Pakistan. It's not an easy 
match for India also because 
there are emotions involved, 
there are expectations 
involved. 

"Then you're supposed to win 
because it has been happening 
for so many years that this can 
get you under a little bit of 
extra pressure. But they've 
handled it so well," he said. 
Raja asked captain Babar and 
other senior Pakistan players 
to rally around the youngsters 
so that they come all guns 
blazing in their next matches. 
With two wins and four points 
in their kitty, Pakistan still are 
very much in the mix to enter 
the World Cup semifinals. 
"Babar Azam and the senior 
players will have to rally 
around some of the young 
kids and have got to find an 
answer. 

"They've got to be brutally 
honest in those team meet- 
ings. I think that is where 
Pakistan need to start," he 
said. 


Past experience helps me read 
the wicket: Jasprit Bumrah 


PTI @ AHMEDABAD 


Su pacer Jasprit Bumrah 
traced the origin of his fine 
2 for 19 spell that played a big 
part in India bowling out 
Pakistan for 191 in their World 
Cup match on Saturday to his 
ability to read the pitch at a 
venue where he played a lot 
cricket from the junior days. 
After bundling out Pakistan for 
a below-par score, India chased 
down the target in a little over 
30 overs to celebrate a seven- 
wicket win. 

Bumrah was later adjudged as 
the player of the match. 

"I have played a lot of junior 
cricket on this ground. Since it 
was a flat wicket, I tried to 
implement that experience of 
mine here," Bumrah told Hardik 
Pandya in a video posted by 
BCCI. 

"Before getting hit for four 
boundaries, it's vital to realise 
about the wicket right after one 
boundary. That's what I was try- 
ing to communicate," he added. 
As fellow pacer Mohammed 
Siraj reminded Bumrah about 
his fiery spell against 
Afghanistan in Delhi, Bumrah 
attributed the success at that 
venue to the IPL. 

"There I tried to use my IPL 
experience about how to bowl 


on flat wickets. I have been play- 
ing in the IPL for the past 11 
years, so it helps." 

Pandya credited Bumrah for his 
thinking mind while bowling: "If 
he gets hammered for a four off 
a flick, he instantly bowls a slow- 
er one. He is a legendary 
bowler." 

Meanwhile, Siraj admitted that 
he was nervous and under pres- 
sure during the match against 
Pakistan. 

"It was my first Indo-Pak match 
in India and my first World Cup 
stint, so I was highly nervous, 
along with some pressure," he 
said. 

Siraj then described how he 
plotted the dismissal of Pakistan 
opener Abudllah Shafique. 

"I had a talk with Rohit about 
Abdullah Shafique's wicket. 
While my first bouncer didn't 


work well, I tricked him into 
guessing about another bounc- 
er and bowled a fuller one to 
trap him leg-before." 
All-rounder Ravindra Jadeja 
lauded the entire Indian bowl- 
ing unit. India took the last eight 
wickets of Pakistan conceding a 
mere 36 runs. 

"It felt really good to bowl them 
out for 191 after they were 
155/2. It's a great comeback as 
a bowling unit. We came hunt- 
ing in pairs and captured a cou- 
ple of wickets each." 


Have been trying to bat like 
this: Rohit 

Indian skipper Rohit Sharma 
played a brilliant 86, taking his 
side to victory. The elegant 
right-hander explained about 
his methods to Pandya. 

"It's a good feeling to win a game 
like this. I have been trying to 
bat like this for the last two years 
because the wickets are so good." 
"I want to play my shots. I know 
I missed out on a hundred." 
Rohit also talked about him 
showing the muscle to umpire 
Marais Erasmus after hammer- 
ing a 90-metre six off pacer 
Haris Rauf. 

He (Erasmus) was asking me as 
to how I could hit such big sixes. 
Is there something in my bat? I 
said it's about my power." 


Pak batters couldn’t read 


PTI i AHMEDABAD 


ndia spinner Kuldeep Yadav 

believes that he was able to create 
confusion in the minds of Pakistani 
batters as they went for high risk 
sweep shots despite failing to read 
his hand in the marquee World Cup 
clash here. 
Kuldeep took the important wick- 
ets of Saud Shakeel and Iftikhar 
Ahmed, both of whom went for the 
non existent sweep shot off the left 
arm wrist spinner, hastening the 
Pakistan collapse. 
Asked if he planned to bow! Iftikhar 
around his legs, Kuldeep gave an 
interesting reply. 
"No, I didn't plan that I would try 
to bowl Iftikhar around the legs but 
since I bowl the wrong 'un (googly), 


I tried that but it was a wide ball and 
also a bit on the shorter side which 
made it difficult for him to sweep," 
Kuldeep said during his interaction 
in mixed zone after the seven- 
wicket win. 

Iftikhar, also fondly referred to as 
"chacha" (Uncle) by Pakistani fans, 
played the ball on to the stumps. 
"It was lucky wicket for me and this 
kind of wicket puts pressure on bat- 
ters. They weren't able to read me 
from the hands and were in two 
minds whether to sweep or play 
normally. I would have loved to get 
him out in a better manner though," 
Kuldeep said with a smile. 

In fact, Kuldeep wasn't supposed to 
bowl that over and only got to do 
that after speaking to skipper Rohit 
Sharma. 


"I thought they would try to sweep 
as they are known to play that shot. 
But they didn't take chance but that 
extra over that I bowled after dis- 
cussing with skipper, both wickets 
came in that over. 

"Obviously Mohammed Siraj got 
Babar and that breakthrough 
helped. Planning to bowl that extra 
over did get us those two wickets 
and they couldn't recover." 

There wasn't much help for pacers 
or spinners from Motera track and 
Kuldeep reckoned 270 would have 
been a good target to chase. 
"There were no plans that we would 
restrict them to certain total. All 
plans are based on nature of surface. 
270 was a good score to chase on 
this wicket. 

"Singles were coming easily but 


wicket was so good for batting that 
whenever you pitched it a bit fuller, 
batters got easy boundaries. It was 
important that we found the good 
length spot and hit it repeatedly." 
There was no turn or seam move- 
ment available, he said. 

"On this track, we can't say that the 
ball was seaming or spinning (turn- 
ing) too much. Yes it was slow and 
plan was to prevent batters from get- 
ting room to hit. Squeeze the run 
flow by cutting singles." He was 
quizzed about the delivery he 
bowled to dismiss Babar in 
Manchester during the 2019 edition 
of World Cup and he didn't seem to 
be too excited. 

"That was a good ball and it got 
hyped because of World Cup but I 
have got people out with similar 


me from hand: Kuldeep 


deliveries in bilaterals. As a spinner, 
you want to bowl these deliveries 
where batters are absolutely clueless 
as to which one is turning. "That 
Manchester wicket had nip and 
bounce. Against good batters, it's 
important to bowl in one area and 
force them to make mistakes. 
Rhythm gives you confidence." 
Kuldeep hasn't played a game 
against Pakistan where Indian team 
has lost and he is happy to keep that 
record intact. 

"To be honest, I played 3-4 games 
against them and lucky to win all of 
them. For me, you saw the crowd, 
atmosphere you want to do well. In 
2019, best moment was playing 
against Pakistan." 

But does he like bowling more in the 


first session? 


the pioneer 
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Vijay Deverakonda, 
Parasuram’s title 
teaser on Oct 18 


\ ctor Vijay Deverakonda’s upcoming film, | 


under the banner of Sri Venkateswara | 
Creations’ shoot, is progressing at a fast pace. | 


Mrunal Thakur of Sita Ramam fame is playing the 
female lead in this film tentatively titled VD 13. 
Director Parasuram Petla is making it with the story 
of a family entertainer. This movie is being produced | 
by ace producers Dil Raju and Shirish. Vasu Varma 
is acting as the creative producer. ps wn 
The makers revealed on Sunday that the film’s official 
naamakaranam will be announced through a small title / 


I 
\ 


teaser on October 18 at 6.30 p.m. The makers wrote, 
“From the pair that brought you humongous block- ¢ 
buster entertainer Geetha Govindam. You will wit- 
ness something even more special. The official 
Naamakaranam for this special project will be 
announced through a small title teaser. Date: 


October 18, Time: 18:30 


VD13 is going to be released in a grand 
way for the upcoming Sankranti festival. 
After a super hit like Geetha Govindam, 
Vijay Deverakonda, and director 
Parasuram Petla’s combination film, there 
are huge expectations. The blockbuster Sri 
Venkateswara Creations banner is also rais- 
ing the craze for this project. The title and 


first look of the film will be released soon. 


Joju George, Aishwarya 


la 


Ul 


ai Dharam Tej is known as the Supreme hero, 
Sm he has been working hard to entertain his 


PNS | HYDERABAD 


age, and FEMINA MISS INDIA 

ANDHRA PRADESH and TIMES MISS 
BEAUTY WITH A PURPOSE from our very 
own city of Hyderabad have demonstrated 


Vi can be what you want to be at any 


this with significant examples. 


Martin Luther King 


" Dr. Likhita Yalamanchili is beginning to be 
a sought-after model for fashion brands 
and designers; many are casting her in 
their prolific campaigns. She has broken 
stereotypes here related to professions 
and is paving the way for more 
experienced models to follow suit. Having 
said that, the youngster says, “There is 


locks release date 


NOT Studios and 
{Beane Entertainment 
proudly present MAR- 
TIN LUTHER KING (Telugu), 
a Mahayana Motion Pictures 
Production, directed by Puja 
Kolluru in her debut, featur- 
ing Sampoornesh Babu, VK 
Naresh, Sharanya Pradeep, 
and a talented ensemble that 
is gaining a good response. 
The film’s teaser, released 
on Gandhi Jayanthi Day, 
elicited an overwhelmingly 
positive response for its 
unique blend of political satire 
and entertainment, making it 
a refreshing addition to Telugu 
cinema. The film also show- 
cases Sampoornesh Babu ina 
captivating new role as an 
actor. 
The eagerly awaited theatri- 
cal trailer will be launched dig- 


itally on October 18 and will 


be screened across 400 theatres | 


in Andhra Pradesh and 
Telangana, starting on October 
19th, coinciding with major 
releases for that weekend. 

Martin Luther King is the 
story of a local cobbler whose 
fate turns overnight when he 
lands in a curiously powerful 
position as the single deciding 
vote in the village elections, 
where two rivals vie to win by 
any means necessary. 

The movie is scheduled for 
a worldwide theatrical release 
on October 27, 2023, and Dil 
Raju’s Sri Venkateswara 
Creations will be the distrib- 
ution partner in the Andhra 
Pradesh and Telangana 
regions. AP International will 
be the distribution partner for 
overseas territories. 


Dharam Tej, Sampath 
Nandiljoin hands for Gaanja 


Kars mass assault! 


attitude and the strength to eliminate any thre 


director said the character is going to launc 


fans and Mega-Power combination fans with all 
his might. He proved his versatility with various 
genres and always gave his best to the character as 
per the demands of the script and vision of the 
Jirector. Now, he is coming up with a complete 
mass-character and commercial 


action film, Gaanja Shankar. 


Successful and creative director 
Sampath Nandi is writing and 
irecting this film. The director is 


racter, Gaanja Shankar. 
; described as a person with an immense 


Rajesh’s Pulimada 
official trailer out 


he official trailer for the AK 

| Sajan-Joju George film 
Pulimada has been released, 

with the intriguing title of a man 
who turns into a tiger and a but- 
terfly at the same time. There is 
something left to say in the trail- 
er for the film, and because of that, 
the trailer arouses the curiosity of 
the audience. Perhaps Joju’s act- 
ing prowess will be proven once 
more in Pulimada. This film has 
already become the talk of the 
audience even before it hits the- 
aters. The first-look poster and the 
teaser for the film also got a lot of 


attention. The tagline of the film 
is Penninte Sugandam (Scent of a 
Woman). Aishwarya Rajesh and 
Lijomol will be the heroines of 
Joju in Pulimada, which will be 
released as a pan-Indian film. 

A.K. Sajan, who has given a 
handful of good movies in 
Malayalam, is the writer-director- 
editor of Pulimada. Einstein Zak 
Paul and Rajesh Damodaran are 
the producers under the banners 
Einstein Media and Land 
Cinemas. Director Joshi and Joju’s 
film Antony is also produced by 
Einstein Media. 


eat. The 

“Mass Assault” on his enemies. Like a una 
story to a young kid who loves to hear about 
superheroes, the director revealed this story. 
With such creative thought, Sampath | 
created immense hype and buzz for 
Dharam Tej did not actually get into a 

this will be the first of it 


for everyone 0 
Vamsi and Sai 
Si Nd nte 


_ this emotion that | have concocted of 
nervous excitement — | have started 

- feeling it off late. Yes, | am talking about 
this sudden showbiz and entertainment 
aura. It’s not easy, girls; | am learning 
every day how to steer this unforeseen 
limelight.” 
Now she doesn’t want to stop, and most 


Malvika Nair as a 
powerful politician in 
Nandamuri Kalyan 
Ram’s spy thriller Devil 


andamuri Kalyanram, known for his 

knack for selecting unique scripts right 

from the beginning of his career, is 
bringing another interesting film. The film is 
titled Devil, which denotes the ferocity of the 
protagonist. And it comes with the tagline, The 
British Secret Agent. The film is directed by 
Abhishek Nama. 

The film’s teaser was released recently, and 
it made us all anticipate more from the film. 
The film will be released in theatres on 
November 24, 2023. On Sunday, the makers 
released the look poster for heroine Malvika 
Nair, who is playing the role of a powerful 
politician in this movie. 

Malavika Nair will be seen in the role of 
Manimekala. If you look at the poster for her 
look, she is seen with a different hairstyle. She 
is giving a political speech, and the pigeons, 
which symbolise peace, are seen on the poster. 
In the film Devil, Nandamuri Kalyan Ram is 
going to impress as a British secret agent who 
solves a secret that is very difficult. 

Abhishek Pictures, known for their remark- 
able productions, presents The Devil. The pro- 
duction designer, Gandhi Nadikudikar, has 
diligently worked to create a visually stunning 
experience for the viewers. Cinematography by 
Soundar Rajan.S. and editing by Tammiraju are 
expected to bring the story to life on the silver 
screen. The talented team of Srikanth Vissa has 
beautifully crafted the story, screenplay, and dia- 
logue, ensuring a gripping and engaging narra- 
tive for the audience. More details regarding this 
said-to-be period spy thriller will be out soon. 


tollywood 


importantly, the doctor-turned-model 
exclaimed, “Social media is 
unquestionably a career; | am an example 
of it. My followers do want to listen to me 
every day about the outlook | have to 
offer and the next step I'll be pursuing. 
They are hooked! That’s how | have 
turned out to be a socially relevant 


Hi Nanna \s full of 
love and emotions 


unday means family 
Sit and this Sunday 
was more special for 
them with Natural Star Nani 
offering a small treat by 
releasing a teaser of his Pan- 
India film Hi Nanna, where 
we witness a tide of emotions. 
It starts as a father-daugh- 
ter story with a beautiful 
journey between Nani and 
Baby Kiara Khanna, and then 
follows the love journey of 
Nani and Mrunal Thakur. Is 
she his daughter? Did Nani 
meet Mrunal before? Why 
did Mrunal propose to Nani 
just before her wedding with 
someone else? You need to 
watch the movie to know the 
answers to all these questions. 
Director Shouryuv has 
done the magic with his very 
first movie. For a debutant, it’s 
not easy to handle a com- 
pound script with a lot of 
emotions. But Shouryuv 
showed maturity in the very 
first movie. He rightly bal- 
anced both emotions. While 
the father-daughter bonding 
will connect to every father, 
the love saga of Nani and 
Mrunal is blissful. 
Nani, as usual, nailed it 
with his superb performance. 
It’s good to see him in such an 


“Social media is 
unquestionably a career; 
| am an example of it. 
My followers do 
want to listen to me 
every day about 

the outlook | have 

to offer and the 

next step I'll be 
pursuing. They 

are hooked! 

That’s how | 

have turned 

out to be a 

socially 

relevant 

woman in 

my city, 
immediately.” 


» woman in my city, immediately.” 
What's exciting and creating a buzz down 
south is the way she’s promoting herself 
with the tools of trade, and bang on, she 
cracked it. Very soon, we'll see the 
coveted model in the form of a 
professional entertainer. Stay tuned for 
her exciting line-ups in Telugu cinema! 


emotional state after such a 
long time. He appeared in two 
different get-ups. While he 
looked very young in one get- 
up, he portrayed a middle- 
aged man in another portion. 
Mrunal Thakur brings that 
charm to the narrative with 
her presence. Baby Kiara 
Khanna is cute. 

Every frame captured by 
Sanu John Varughese ISC is 
full of life, while Hesham 
Abdul Wahab gave life to the 
visuals with his soothing 
score. Avinash Kolla’s produc- 
tion design deserves a special 
mention. Produced by Mohan 
Cherukuri (CVM) and Dr. 
Vijender Reddy Teegala under 
the banner of Vyra 
Entertainments, the produc- 
tion values are first-class. 

On the whole, the teaser 
looks promising and increas- 
es prospects for the next set 
of promotions. 

Praveen Anthony is the 
editor, and Avinash Kolla is 
the production designer. 
Satish EVV is the executive 
producer. 

Hi Nanna is scheduled for 
release in Telugu, Tamil, 
Kannada, Malayalam, and 
Hindi languages on 
December 7 this year. 


